Modern U.S. History

Civil Rights Unit
News Article Assignment

Each of you will be given one historical event within the civil rights movement to learn more about.  You will then be writing a news article as though you were alive at the time and reporting on it for a newspaper.  We will be working on this assignment in the computer lab for two days to complete your article.

You will either be pretending you are a white writer for a newspaper or magazine that would have a white audience, or you will be pretending you are a black writer for a newspaper or magazine that would have an African-American audience.  Make sure your article is written appropriately for who you are pretending to be, and for your audience.  If you are going to take the white perspective put the following newspaper title on the top of you page: Washington Post.  If you are taking the black perspective put the following newspaper title on the top of your page: Washington Herald.  That way I will be sure to know which side you are taking.

Requirements:


- newspaper title on top of page (justified on right side)


- appropriate date for the event you have been given (justified on the left side)


- write a compelling headline that is in bold and extends the width of the page


- before first paragraph put city that you are reporting from (where the event you 



are reporting on took place) in bold then put two hyphens before starting 



the first paragraph


- have an attention getting opening sentence or paragraph


- organize information starting with the most important facts at the beginning and 



then the smaller details at the end


- write one page 1.5-spaced in Times font in size 11, with two columns per 



page (fill the page completely, and also right and left justify your 



writing like a newspaper does)


- to create two columns first type the headline, then return 2 lines, then select 



Format, then select Columns, then select Two, then select From This 



Point Forward where is asks on the bottom what to apply it to

- include one visual with your article within the body of the article (have the text 


wrap around the visual, meaning don't put it at the end or beginning of the 


article)

- to insert a picture you need to save the picture off the internet by right-clicking 



on it, selecting Save Picture As, then Save; once the picture is saved you 


insert it by selecting Insert, then select Picture, then select From File


- save your work often while working on this project; to save the project the first 


time select File, then select Save As, then make sure you are saving the 


document in your Citrix account


- when you are all done save the article again by hitting Save As and saving it in 



the appropriate period folder in the Leonard folder on the common (R) drive
You will be graded on your writing based on grammar, content, and style.  You will also be graded on your ability to follow the requirements above.  When articles are turned in we will give brief oral presentations to the class on the events you covered.
       Choices for Article Topics:




Student Reporter:
	1
	Jackie Robinson plays first game with Brooklyn Dodgers
	

	2
	President Truman signs Executive Order 9981 ending 
discrimination in the military
	

	3
	Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. Board of Education of 
Topeka, Kansas case
	

	4
	Rosa Parks arrested for not giving up her seat on a 
Montgomery bus to a white man
	

	5
	The end of the Montgomery Bus Boycott
	

	6
	Nine black students are prevented from attending Little 
Rock Central High School
	

	7
	President Eisenhower sends federal troops to Little Rock 
to allow black students to attend Little Rock Central H.S.
	

	8
	Four black students begin the first sit-in in Greensboro, 
North Carolina
	

	9
	Freedom Riders attacked as they test new federal laws 

that prohibited segregation in interstate busing
	

	10
	President Kennedy sends federal troops to the University 
of Mississippi to end rioting and allow a black student, 
James Meredith, to enroll in college there
	

	11
	During civil rights protests in Birmingham, Alabama, Commissioner of Public Safety Eugene "Bull" Connor 
uses fire hoses and police dogs on black demonstrators
	

	12
	Martin Luther King, Jr. writes his “Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail” after being jailed during a protest
	

	13
	Governor George Wallace prevents desegregation at the University of Alabama
	

	14
	Mississippi's NAACP field secretary, Medgar Evers, is murdered outside his home
	

	15
	March on Washington and Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I 
Have A Dream” speech
	

	16
	Four young black girls are killed when a bomb explodes
in the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, AL
	

	17
	24th Amendment is ratified ending the poll tax
	

	18
	Civil Rights Bill of 1964 passes through Congress
	

	19
	During Freedom Summer the bodies of 3 civil rights 
workers’ (James Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael Schwerner) are found after a 6 week investigation in Miss.
	

	20
	Malcolm X is shot to death in Harlem, New York
	

	21
	Blacks begin the Selma March to Montgomery in support 

of voting rights but are attacked by police
	

	22
	Voting Rights Act of 1965 passed by Congress
	

	23
	Watts Riots – Race riots erupt in a black section of 
Los Angeles
	

	24
	President Johnson issues Executive Order 11246, which 
enforces affirmative action for the first time
	

	25
	Stokely Carmichael, a leader of the student group SNCC

coins the phrase "black power" in a speech in Seattle
	

	26
	In Loving v. Virginia, the Supreme Court rules that 
prohibiting interracial marriage is unconstitutional
	

	27
	Race riots in Detroit
	

	28
	Thurgood Marshall becomes the first black Supreme Court Justice
	

	29
	The Orangeburg Massacre on the campus of South 
Carolina State University in which police opened-fire on 
black students during a protest against segregation
	

	30
	Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. in Memphis, TN
	

	31
	President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1968, 
prohibiting discrimination in housing
	

	32
	Riots take place in Boston as whites oppose court-ordered 
busing to desegregate schools there
	


      Washington Herald





        September 23, 1955

    Justice Denied in the Emmett Till Murder Trial
Sumner, Mississippi – Despite strong evidence to convict two white men, J. W. Milam and Roy Bryant, they were acquitted by an all-white jury.  They stood accused of murdering fourteen year old Chicagoan Emmett Till.  This verdict is further evidence that justice does not exist in Mississippi for people of color.
Emmett Till was in Mississippi visiting relatives.  He was taken at gun point from his uncle's home located on the outskirts of Money, Mississippi. Three days later, his mutilated body was discovered in the Tallahatchie River. It was weighted down by a seventy-five pound cotton gin fan that was tied around Till's neck with barbed wire. 
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Till before his murder and at his funeral

The strength of the prosecution’s case rested on three witnesses who bravely testified in the hostile, segregated Southern courtroom.  The first was Willie Reed who testified that 
he had seen Till with Milam and Bryant, and that he had heard screaming coming from Milam’s barn. When Milam left the barn he was carrying a .45 pistol.  The second was Till’s great-uncle Mose Wright, who testified that Milam and Bryant had taken Till at gunpoint from his home.  Testimony also came from Mamie Till. She testified that the body she buried was her son, Emmett Till.
The defense claimed that the body recovered from the river was not Till's body. Instead, they claimed Milam and Bryant, they had taken Till but had let him go. They alleged that the NAACP and Mamie Till had dug up a body and claimed that it was Till. According to their defense, Till was hiding out in Chicago.  Neither Milam nor Bryant testified. 
The trial lasted five days. The defense attorney’s closing argument provided the greatest insult.  He didn’t present the facts of the case, but appealed to the jury to free these men because of their race.  Providing further insult, the jury deliberated for only 67 minutes before finding Milam and Bryant not guilty. They concluded that the prosecution had failed to prove that the body recovered from the river was Emmett Till.
