Modern U.S. History

Chapter 25 – The Great Depression

“Alphabet Agency Artwork”

During the Great Depression, millions of Americans founds themselves without a job.  Clearly peoples’ lives were changed when individuals were unable to provide the basic necessities for themselves and their families.  As a part of his New Deal, President Roosevelt and Congress created several new programs designed with several purposes in mind (Relief, Recovery, and Reform) – 1.) Create jobs for the unemployed; 2.) Provide an improvement project that would benefit the nation as a whole; 3.) Deliver financial support for needy Americans; and 4.) Restore confidence in banks and the economy as a whole.
While the government was trying to spread the message of the New Deal to Americans, many began to realize that using posters, murals, and other forms of artwork would be very effective in reaching all Americans.  If designed properly and placed in high-traffic areas, the message of the New Deal could be spread effectively and the programs could begin to take shape.  The government commissioned professional artists across America to complete these pieces.
Directions:

You will be a Great Depression artist with the task of designing a poster similar to the examples that we have viewed in class.  Your poster needs to have:

1. The abbreviation of whichever agency you select (choose from the choices on the “Alphabet Soup of Agencies”)
2. A picture that is relevant and one that promotes/encourages others to join the program (like the WPA, CCC).  Or, you if you choose to promote programs like the FDIC, AAA, or Social Security, you’ll be trying to help people understand the program.
3. A short saying or description of what would be gained by joining whatever you’re promoting.
