VIETNAM WAR  (Theme #30)
1917 – Ho Chi Minh visited Versailles in an unsuccessful attempt to secure Vietnamese 

independence from France; leads independence movement against French afterward

World War II – Vietnamese fight Japanese

1945 – Ho Chi Minh announced Vietnamese independence from France; French opposes it
Viet Minh – nationalist coalition led by Ho Chi Minh that fought for independence from France 


after WWII; U.S. aids French

Dien Bien Phu (1954) – Vietnamese victory over French in this battle led to French withdrawal

Geneva Conference/Geneva Accords (1954) – international conference that temporarily divides 


Vietnam between communist North Vietnam (led by Ho Chi Minh) and U.S.-backed 


South Vietnam (led by Ngo Dinh Diem)

-- elections to be held in 1956 to unify the nation (Diem doesn’t allow them to take place)

Domino Theory – Eisenhower’s belief that if one nation fell to communism in SE Asia that others 


would follow

South Vietnam under Diem – not democratic and known for secret police and corruption; 


majority of people didn’t like Diem as they were Buddhists and he was a Catholic

National Front for the Liberation of Vietnam – N.L.F. or more commonly known as Vietcong
· made anti-govt. attacks in S. Vietnam and controlled half of the south by 1960

Kennedy and Vietnam – ordered massive amounts of weapons and increased the number of U.S. 


troops in Vietnam (from 700 in 1960 to 16,000 in 1963)

· strategic hamlets – uprooted peasants and moved them to these fortified villages

· search and destroy missions

· Diem crushed Buddhist and student demonstrations against his govt. 

· Diem overthrown and new govt. with U.S. backing put in place (1st of many after Diem)

· JFK assassination (1963) took place prior to the 1964 election in which he was planning to campaign for withdrawal of U.S. troops (connection?)

LBJ and Vietnam – caught between withdrawal and looking soft on communism and full scale attack 


which could draw in China and/or Soviet Union

· escalation of U.S. involvement

· increased number of U.S. troops

· bombed North Vietnam (who was aiding Vietcong)

Ho Chi Minh Trail – route through Laos and Cambodia used by N. Vietnam to provide aid to the 


Vietcong

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964) – gave LBJ authority to escalate war effort

· N. Vietnamese baited into firing at a U.S. warship on its coast

· Congress authorized LBJ to “take all necessary measures to repel attack and prevent further aggression”
Hawk vs. Doves – debate over how the war was going and whether we should be there at all 

· hawks for war, doves for peace

· debate issues 

· college deferments (war for the poor not the elite)
· T.V. coverage

· Use of defoliants (Agent Orange) and napalm

· college protests began in 1965

· by 1967 more prominent critics emerged (Sen. Wm. Fulbright, Sen. Robert Kennedy, Sen. George McGovern, Martin Luther King, Jr.)

· New Left vs. New Right on campuses

· Students for a Democratic Society – started non-violent youth protests movement modeled after SNCC from African American civil rights movement

· Sat in to halt compulsory ROTC programs and university weapons research, anti-war marches, harassed military recruiters and recruiters for Dow Chemical (maker of Agent Orange and napalm)

· Young Americans for Freedom – supported the Vietnam War as necessary in the long struggle against communism
Tet Offensive (Jan., 1968) – Vietcong and N. Vietnamese attacks on over 100 S. Vietnamese cities

· U.S. won after a month of fighting, but media emphasized heavy U.S. losses and whether 

       we were winning 

· TURNING POINT OF WAR – public opinion based on TV coverage changed to more opposed to the war

· leads to credibility gap – difference between what the govt. is saying about the war (that we are winning) and what people believed about the war (that we were losing)

My Lai (March 1968) – army unit massacres several hundred S. Vietnamese and soldiers rape girls 

Election of 1968

· Sen. Eugene McCarthy – liberal Democrat from Minn. who opposed the war and ran against  LBJ for Democratic nomination for Pres. In 1968

· McCarthy won nearly half the vote in New Hampshire primary

· Robert Kennedy saw this and declared his candidacy

· LBJ announced that he was dropping out and would not run again

· Robert Kennedy assassinated after winning the California primary

· Hubert H. Humphrey (LBJ’S VP) wins Democratic nomination

· Protests outside of Democratic Party Convention make party look bad

· Republican Richard Nixon wins the election

Vietnamization under Nixon

· Nixon Doctrine – U.S. role in 3rd World as helpful partner and not military protector

· Vietnamization – replacing U.S. troops with S. Vietnamese troops

· “Peace with Honor” – negotiations to end the war in a way we could accept

· thru Vietnamization

· negotiate directly with N. Vietnam

· escalation of bombing of N. Vietnam 

· when bombing didn’t work to pressure them to end the war, invasion of Cambodia began

Summer 1969 – first troop withdrawal of the war

Invasion of Cambodia (1970) – Nixon attacks them to go after supply lines for Vietcong

Kent State (April 1970) – student protest in response to Nixon’s widening the war to Cambodia

· students firebombed ROTC building, Ohio governor sent in National Guard, who during one protest shoot 4 people

Jackson State (1970) – 10 days after Kent State 2 more students shot in similar protest

Senate Repeals the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1970)

S. Vietnamese troops invade Laos (with U.S. help) (1971)

End of the Vietnam War

· Henry Kissinger (National Security Advisor to Nixon) negotiates with N. Vietnams Le Duc Tho to try to end the war

· Easter Offensive (1972) – N. Vietnam’s largest offensive since Tet

· Paris Accords agreed upon by Kissinger and Tho

· Kissinger announces “Peace is at Hand” just prior to 1972 Pres. Election

· S. Vietnamese refuse to agree to them, U.S. continues bombing of N. Vietnam

· Paris Accords not officially signed until 1973

· U.S. ends draft (1973)

· War Powers Act passed – limiting president’s ability to fight wars without Congress

Nixon Resigns – Ford becomes President

N. Vietnam invades S. Vietnam (1975)


-     Ford asks Congress to aid S. Vietnam and Congress refuses


-     S. Vietnam surrenders and Vietnam united under communism

Surviving Soldiers Face Difficulties
· average age of foot soldier was only 19 (it was 26 in WWII), thus more impressionable and didn’t have their lives set upon return

· soldiers return home was not celebrated due to unpopularity of the war

· My Lai and other atrocities made many people angry at our soldiers worsening their treatment on return

· Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder – mental and physical problems due to combat experiences

· Vietnam War Memorial - not dedicated until 1982

ERA OF PROTEST AND COUNTERCULTURE (Theme #32)

Students for a Democratic Society – started non-violent youth protests movement modeled after SNCC from African American civil rights movement

· sat in to halt compulsory ROTC programs and university weapons research

· held anti-war marches and harassed military recruiters

· harassed recruiters for Dow Chemical (maker of Agent Orange and napalm)

Young Americans for Freedom – conservative young people who supported the Vietnam War as necessary in the long struggle against communism

Port Huron Statement (1962) – a broad critique of American society, which also proclaimed the New Left would support the SDS

Berkeley Free Speech Movement – a coalition of students groups that insisted on the right to campus political activity (on University of California campus)
Reasons to Protest the War

· My Lai Massacre

· Tet Offensive

· Escalation

· High percentage of lower-class people and minorities in our Fighting forces

· Invasion of Cambodia

New Mobilization (1969) – series of huge protests at colleges and one in Washington DC 

Kent State (April 1970) – student protest in response to Nixon’s widening the war to Cambodia

· students firebombed ROTC building, Ohio governor sent in National Guard, who during one protest shoot 4 people

Jackson State (1970) – 10 days after Kent State 2 more students shot in similar protest

Fall of the New Left

· bombing of the Science building at UW in summer 1970 (killing one)

· violence in movement turned many off

· Nixon’s efforts to end war weakened the movement as well

· liberal cause’s methods led to a backlash by conservatives that united religious fundamentalists and blue-collar workers (helped get Nixon and other Republicans elected)

Effects of New Left movement

· did help push U.S. to withdraw from Vietnam

· made university governance less autocratic (eg. curfews, dress codes gone)

· minority recruitment by universities increased

· multi-cultural studies programs emerged

Counterculture 

· Hippies – antiwar youths who advertised peace through their actions, music and protests

· Counterculture evolved to a group that rejected the materialism and middle class values of society and dropped out of it (didn’t go to school, didn’t have jobs, grew own food)

· characterized by rampant drug usage particularly marijuana and LSD
· music also important (pinnacle event was Woodstock in Summer of 1969)

· drug use and some violent events helped lead to the movement’s decline
