URBANIZATION – CITIES, POLITICS, & REFORM (Theme #18)

Growth of cities (late 1800s) – cities grew dramatically at this time, which energized manufacturing and production, strained city services, generated terrible housing and sanitation problems, brought immigrant groups in conflict with native-born Americans over jobs, power, and influence, and accentuated class differences

slums – a run-down area of a city characterized by substandard housing, dirty run-down conditions, and poor sanitation
tenement houses – a run-down apartment house barely meeting minimal standards; usually were row houses that once housed richer families that were divided into one-room apartments during the industrial age so that families could live in one room
ghettoes – ethnic enclaves in American cities, where immigrants from one nation would all live close together where they could continue to share the common bonds of their native cultures while they assimilated into the culture of this country; they were normally in industrial cities
Frederick Law Olmsted – was an American journalist, landscape designer, and father of American landscape architecture; he was famous for designing many well-known urban parks, including Central Park in New York City to provide a natural refuge away from life in dirty industrial cities
Victorian code – a distillation of the moral views of people living at the time of Queen Victoria's reign in Great Britain (1837 - 1901) and of the moral climate of Great Britain throughout the 19th century in general; Victorian morality can describe any set of values that espouse sexual restraint, low tolerance of crime and a strict social code of conduct; practiced by the rich in America and aspired to by many in the middle class as a sign of social upward mobility
The American Woman’s Home (1869) – by sisters Catherine Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe it  is remarkable for both its philosophy and its practicality; a pioneering work of scientific kitchen planning, the book's recommendation for specific work areas, built-in cupboards and shelves, and continuous work surfaces are ideals that, while new at the time, are taken for granted today; the work presupposes a servantless home and teaches the homemaker basic skills on how to cope with such inventions as stoves and refrigerators, as well as providing information on healthful food and drink, care of the sick, and care of the home
Cult of Domesticity (late 1800s) – a Victorian era view on morality and culture; according to its ideals women were supposed to embody perfect virtue in all senses – they were put in the center of the domestic sphere and were expected to fulfill the roles of a calm and nurturing mother, a loving and faithful wife, and a passive, delicate, and virtuous creature

Rowland Macy (1858) – an American businessman who founded the department store chain “Macy’s” which first opened in New York City; it is the best example of the department store that took business from neighborhood stores; became possible with the advent of the streetcar; made shopping an enjoyable experience during the Gilded Age
5th Avenue – a major thoroughfare in the center of the borough of Manhattan in New York City; along part of it is one of the premier shopping streets in the world; it serves as a symbol of wealthy New York and symbolized the spending of the rich during the Gilded Age
Marshall Field (1881) – founder of Marshall Field and Company, the Chicago-based department stores; equivalent of Macy’s in New York
electric streetcars (1884) – first electric streetcar or trolley system became operational in Cleveland, Ohio; allowed city dwellers to live further from work, and led to department stores

political machines – a political organization that controls enough votes to maintain political and administrative control of its community; the rapid growth of cities in the 19th century created huge problems for city governments, which were often poorly organized and unable to provide services; enterprising politicians were able to win support by offering favors, including patronage jobs and housing, in exchange for votes; they resulted in massive corruption
political boss – a person who wields the power over a particular political region or constituency and run political machines; bosses may dictate voting patterns, control appointments, and wield considerable influence in other political processes; they do not necessarily hold public office
William “Boss” Tweed – an American politician most famous for his leadership of Tammany Hall, the Democratic Party political machine that played a major role in the politics of 19th century New York; at the height of his influence, Tweed was the third-largest landowner in New York City; in 1858, Tweed became the boss of Tammany Hall; Tweed was convicted for stealing between $40 million and $200 million from New York City taxpayers through political corruption
Thomas Nast – a German-born American caricaturist and editorial/political cartoonist who is considered to be the "Father of the American Cartoon"; his drawings were instrumental in the downfall of Boss Tweed, the powerful Tammany Hall leader
NY Children’s Aid Society (1853) – founded by Charles Loring Brace, it established dormitories, reading rooms, and workshops where boys could learn practical skills; it also helped sweep orphans off the streets in slum neighborhoods and shipped them to live with farm families in the country
YMCA (1851) – originating in Great Britain, the Young Men’s Christian Association provided housing and wholesome recreation for country boys who had migrated to the city and tried to incorporate in those living their Protestant morals
YWCA – Young Women’s Christian Association provided housing and a day nursery for young women and their children and tried to incorporate in those living their Protestant morals
Salvation Army (1880) – like the YMCA it originated in Great Britain; its stated mission is to perform evangelical, social and charitable work and bring the Christian message to the poor, destitute and hungry by meeting both their physical and spiritual needs
Social Gospel Movement – a Protestant Christian intellectual movement that was most prominent in the late 19th century and early 20th century; the movement applied Christian ethics to social problems, especially justice, inequality, liquor, crime, racial tensions, slums, bad hygiene, child labor, weak labor unions, poor schools, and the danger of war
settlement houses – located in poor urban areas, in which volunteer middle-class "settlement workers" would live, hoping to share knowledge and culture with, and alleviate the poverty of, their low-income neighbors; provided services such as help finding jobs, education, day care, and health care
Jane Addams (1889) – co-founded Hull House in Chicago, the first settlement house in the US 
Florence Kelley – worked at Hull House in Chicago, then served as Chief Factory 

Inspector for the state of Illinois and helped secure passage of an Illinois law prohibiting child labor and limiting working hours for women, and also became general secretary of the National Consumers’ League

8 hour workday movement – movement in response to industrial production in large factories which transformed working life and imposed long hours and poor working conditions; with working conditions unregulated, the health, welfare and morale of working people suffered; the working day could range from 10 to 16 hours for six days a week; in 1868, Congress passed an eight-hour law for federal employees, which was also of limited effectiveness
Joseph Pulitzer – a Hungarian-American publisher best known for posthumously establishing the Pulitzer Prizes and for originating yellow journalism along with William Randolph Hearst; purchased the New York World and oversaw its growth in circulation by adding popular features to the newspaper like sports sections and cartoons and adding human-interest and sensationalist stories
vaudeville – one of the most popular types of entertainment in North America for several decades; it was a theatrical genre of variety entertainment from the early 1880s until the early 1930s; each performance was made up of a series of separate, unrelated acts grouped together on a common bill; its often low brow humor appealed to urban masses
ragtime – an original musical genre which enjoyed its peak popularity between 1897 and 1918; its main characteristic trait is its syncopated, or "ragged", rhythm; it began as dance music in the red-light districts of American cities such as St. Louis and New Orleans years before being published as popular sheet music for piano; popular with urban audiences until jazz took over in the 1920s
Coney Island – is a peninsula (formerly an island) in southernmost Brooklyn, New York City with a beach on the Atlantic Ocean and home of amusement parks that reached peak popularity for urban dwellers in the early 20th century 
Mark Twain – an American author and humorist. Twain is noted for his novels Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884), which has been called "the Great American Novel", and The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876); a master at rendering colloquial speech and helped to create and popularize a distinctive American literature built on American themes and language which was popular with common audiences
Women’s Christian Temperance Union (1879) – started by Francis Willard to show that 

the “cult of domesticity” could expand its female virtues to do good outside of the “separate spheres;” argued that drinking by men devastated the home, and that women should be politically active to protect the home from its influence

William Torrey Harris – he was superintendent of schools in St. Louis from 1868 to 1880, and established America's first permanent public kindergarten in 1873; he is best-known for his emphasis on heavy discipline in his schools to help train students to ultimately become workers in the industrial age; however, he also made changes that led to the expansion of the public school curriculum to make the high school an essential institution to the individual and to include art, music, scientific and manual studies, and was also largely responsible for encouraging all public schools to acquire a library
King James Bible – Protestant Bible used in most public schools in the late 1800s; Catholics were opposed to its use and schools’ failure to observe saints’ days; helped lead to the establishment of Catholic parochial (private) schools 
Jacob Riis – a Danish American social reformer, muckraking journalist and social documentary photographer. He is known for his dedication to using his photographic and journalistic talents to help the impoverished in New York City, which was the subject of most of his prolific writings and photography; How the Other Half Lives, subtitled "Studies among the Tenements of New York", was published in 1890 showing the deep urban poverty that existed during the Gilded Age
Anti-Saloon League – leading organization lobbying for Prohibition in the early 20th century and was strongest in the South and rural North, drawing heavy support from Protestant ministers and their congregations, it become the most powerful prohibition lobby, pushing aside its older competitors like the Woman's Christian Temperance Union

The Theory of the Leisure Class – (1899) book by Thorstein Veblen that satirized the lives of the rich “captains of industry” and their “conspicuous consumption” which flaunted their wealth and angered the poorer classes

Gospel of Wealth (1889) – an essay written by Andrew Carnegie in that described the responsibility of philanthropy by the new upper class of self-made rich; the central thesis of Carnegie's essay was the peril of allowing large sums of money to be passed into the hands of persons or organizations ill-equipped to cope with them; as a result, the wealthy entrepreneur must assume the responsibility of distributing his fortune in a way that it will be put to good use
Shame of the Cities – (1904) muckraking book written by Lincoln Steffens that sought to expose public corruption in many major cities, and his goal was to provoke public 

outcry and thus promote reform

muckrakers – authors who wrote for newspapers and magazines who exposed corruption in government and industry, and problems in society, which helped lead to related progressive reforms to address these problems

Daniel Burnham – an American architect and urban planner; he was the Director of Works for the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago and designed several famous buildings, including the Flatiron Building in New York City and Union Station in Washington, DC
Mann Act (1910) – a US law which prohibits white slavery and the interstate transport of females for “immoral purposes”; its primary stated intent was to address prostitution, immorality, and human trafficking; could only attack prostitution at interstate (not within or intrastate) level
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire (1911) – one of the largest industrial disasters in the history of the city of New York, causing the death of 146 garment workers, almost all of them women, who either died from the fire or jumped from the fatal height; (it was the worst workplace disaster in New York City until September 11, 2001); the fire led to legislation requiring improved factory safety standards and helped spur the growth of the International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union, which fought for better and safer working conditions for sweatshop workers in that industry
Dayton Flood (1913) – massive flood that claimed 300 lives and left large areas of the city in ruins, led this Ohio city to adopt the city-manager system of municipal government
city-manager system – substituted professional managers and administrators chosen by city-wide elections, for the mayors and aldermen elected ward by ward; these professionals were to be above politics and would make more cost-efficient decisions
