ECONOMY & DOMESTIC PROGRAMS – TRUMAN THRU KENNEDY (Theme #31)

G.I. Bill – (1944) federal law to give aid to soldiers returning home from WWII by giving them 

- one year of unemployment pay


- low-interest loans for businesses, homes, and farms


- four years of college tuition (making college available to more than upper class for 1st 


time)

Bretton Woods Agreement – (1944) delegates from 44 Allied nations met after WWII and 

created the International Monetary Fund (IMF) which stabilized exchange rates by 

valuing other currencies in relation to the US dollar
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank) – (1945) an international 

financial institution that provides financial and technical assistance to developing 

countries for development programs (e.g. bridges, roads, schools, etc.) with the stated 

goal of reducing poverty
Office of Price Administration – set up to stabilize prices (price controls) and rents after the 

outbreak of WWII, it had the power to place ceilings on all prices except agricultural 

commodities, and to ration scarce supplies of other items, including tires, automobiles, 

shoes, nylon, sugar, gasoline, fuel oil, coffee, meats and processed foods

- when price controls were lifted after WWII high inflation set in for a short period of 


time which brought criticism to Truman and the Democrats

Employment Act – (1946) made the Council of Economic Advisors to confer with president and 

make policies for maintaining employment, production, and purchasing power 

- put the responsibility of the economy squarely on the shoulders of the federal govt.

Atomic Energy Commission – (1947) created by Pres. Truman to foster and control the peace 

time development of atomic science and technology, and to transfer the control of atomic 

energy from military to civilian hands
Baby Boom – dramatic increase in the birth rate following WWII due to the end of the war and 

the prosperous economy of the late 1940s and the 1950s
suburbs – areas outside of cities that grew particularly after the interstate highway system was 

built, which were close enough for people to commute to the cities for work

- brought about “white flight” or the movement of white middle and upper class people 


out of the cities, leaving the cities poorer with a smaller tax base to pay for city 


govt. and services


- had affordable one-family houses, safe neighborhoods and schools, and brought 


conformity as people tried to be like their neighbors and have the same consumer 


products like TVs and patio furniture, and the moms stayed at home and took care 


of the children


1946 midterm elections – a sweeping victory by the Republicans gave them control of Congress 

and made it difficult for Pres. Truman to pass any of the legislation he supported in his 

Fair Deal plan
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) – (1947) a treaty not an organization whose 

main objective was the reduction of barriers to international trade, which was achieved 

through the reduction of tariff barriers, quantitative restrictions and subsidies on trade
Taft-Hartley Act – (1947) damaged power of labor by: 


- prohibited jurisdictional strikes, wildcat strikes, solidarity or political strikes, secondary 



boycotts, mass picketing, closed shops, and monetary donations by 


unions to federal political campaigns


- required union officers to sign non-communist affidavits with the government


- allowed the executive branch of the Federal government could obtain legal 


strike-breaking injunctions if an impending or current strike "imperiled the 


national health or safety"

Fair Employment Practices Commission – created by FDR’s Executive Order 8802 in 1941, it 

required that companies with government contracts not discriminate on the basis of race 

or religion

- it was not passed into law by Congress despite attempts in 1948 and 1950

Committee on Civil Rights – (1947) established by Pres. Truman's Executive Order 9808 and 

was instructed to investigate the status of civil rights in the United States and propose 

measures to strengthen and protect the civil rights of American citizens
Federal Employee Loyalty Program – (1947) established the first general loyalty program in the 

US, which was designed to root out communist influence within the federal govt.
House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) hearings – (1947) had its most famous 

hearings as it tried to root out communism in the Hollywood film industry
National Security Act – (1947) established the U.S. Air Force, the Department of Defense, the 

National Security Council and National Security Advisor, and the Central Intelligence 

Agency
Dixiecrats – the States' Rights Democratic Party (commonly known as the Dixiecrats) was a 


segregationist, socially conservative political party that split from the Democrats in 1948

- supported Strom Thurmond as its presidential candidate in 1948


- their split away allowed the Democratic to have a unified front in its pro-civil rights 


stance

Thomas Dewey – the Governor of New York (1943–1954) and the unsuccessful Republican 

candidate for the U.S. Presidency in 1944 and 1948 (he was the favorite but was upset by 

Truman) 


- as leader of the liberal faction of the Republican party he fought the conservative 


faction led by Senator Robert A. Taft, and played a major role in nominating 


Dwight D. Eisenhower for the presidency in 1952


- represented the business and professional community of the Northeastern US, a group 


that later became known as the "Eastern Establishment," which accepted most of 


the New Deal social-welfare reforms after 1944, and were internationalists who 


supported international groups such as the United Nations and the Cold War 


policies opposing the Soviet Union and Communism
Marshall Plan – (1947) was the primary plan of the US for rebuilding and creating a stronger 

foundation for the countries of Western Europe, and repelling communism after WWII
Fair Deal – Pres. Truman's saying for a series of economic reforms, outlined in his 1949 State of 

the Union Address, which stated that "Every segment of our population, and every 

individual, has a right to expect from his government a fair deal"

- the Republican Congress made it difficult for any of the related legislation (except a 


low-income housing program)


- it did set the legislative agenda for future Democratic presidents such as Johnson and 


his Great Society

Displaced Persons Act – (1948) allowed the entry of 200,000 “displaced persons” who were 

primarily refugees from Eastern Europe, the vast majority being Jews, following WWII
Joseph McCarthy – US Senator from Wisconsin who falsely claimed he knew the names of 

people in the federal govt. that were communist, which heightened the fears of the Red 

Scare of the 1950s
Diner’s Club – became the first independent credit company in 1949

McCarran Internal Security Act – (1950)  federal law that required the registration of Communist 

organizations with the Attorney General and established the Subversive Activities 

Control Board to investigate persons suspected of engaging in subversive activities or 

otherwise promoting the establishment of a "totalitarian dictatorship," fascist or 

communist
National Security Council Memo 68 or NSC-68 – (1950) memo written for then-Sec. of State


Dean Acheson, that predicted that the Soviets could launch a nuclear attack on the US by 

1954 and recommended an increase in U.S. spending for nuclear and conventional arms
22nd Amendment – (ratified in 1951) sets a term limit of two terms for the president following 

FDR’s 4 terms
Dennis v. U.S. – (1951) Supreme Court case which convicted Eugene Dennis, general secretary of 

the Communist Party, of conspiring and organizing for the overthrow and destruction of the 

US govt. by force and violence under provisions of the Smith Act denying him his 1st 

Amendment rights
Rosenberg executions – Jewish American communists who were executed in 1953 after having 

been found guilty of conspiracy to commit espionage for the passing of information about 

the atomic bomb to the Soviet Union 
Election of 1952 – Republican candidate and WWII war hero wins the election bringing 

Republicans in control of both Presidency and the Congress
“dynamic conservatism” – the name Pres. Eisenhower used to characterize his views in which he 

claimed he was liberal toward people, but conservative about spending public money, and 


he sought to balance the federal budget and lower taxes without destroying existing social 

programs (kept New Deal legislation) or hurting military spending 
Council of Economic Advisors – established by the Employment Act of 1946 to provide 

presidents with objective economic analysis and advice on the development and 

implementation of a wide range of domestic and international economic policy issues

- in 1953-1954 recession accelerated public works programs, eased credit, and reduced 


taxes
Dept. of Health, Education, and Welfare – (1953) the only department of the U.S. govt. to be 


created through presidential reorganization authority (by Pres. Eisenhower), in which the 


president was allowed to create or reorganize bureaucracies as long as neither house of 

Congress passed a legislative veto (now Dept. of Education separate)
Earl Warren – Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 1953-1969


- liberals generally hailed the landmark rulings issued by the Warren Court, rulings 


affecting, among other things, the legal status of racial segregation, civil rights, 


separation of church and state, and police arrest procedure


- conservatives decried the Court's rulings, particularly in areas affecting criminal 


proceedings

- the Warren Court became recognized as a high point in the use of the judicial power in 


the effort to effect social progress in the U.S, and Warren the most influential 


Chief Justice ever

Termination Policy – (1950s & 1960s) – govt. withdrew financial support for reservations 


(termination of old treaties with hope of assimilation)
Army-McCarthy Hearings – (1954) series of hearings held by the Senate's Subcommittee on 

Investigations held for the purpose of investigating conflicting accusations between the 

U.S. Army and Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, which are seen as proving that McCarthy 

couldn’t support his claims, and resulted in his demise
Brown v. Board of Education – (1954) Supreme Court case that overturned earlier rulings going 


back to Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896, by declaring that state laws that established separate 

public schools for black and white students denied black children equal educational 

opportunities


- separate but equal segregation in schools was inherently unequal


- opened the door for the legal end to segregation in all places
Dr. Jonas Salk – (1955) medical researcher best known for his development of the first safe and 

effective vaccine for polio, which was considered the greatest health problem of the post-

WWII era
Montgomery Bus Boycott – (1955) in response to Parks arrest blacks in Montgomery boycotted 

riding buses for over a year which economically hurt the public transit system, and led to 

a Supreme Court decision that declared the state laws requiring segregated buses 

unconstitutional
AFL-CIO – the largest federation of unions in the US, together representing more than 10 

million workers, formed in 1955 uniting skilled and unskilled laborers
Interstate Highway Act – (1956) signed by Pres. Eisenhower it was initially designed to allow for 

the quick movement of troops and supplies in the US by building highways in case we 

were invaded 


- it was the largest public works project in American history to that point
Yates v. U.S. – (1957) overthrew the conviction of 14 communist party members who were 

convicted under the Smith Act as the court drew protected their 1st amendment right as 

their teachings were not necessarily leading to a concrete act of forcibly overthrowing the 

govt. 
Civil Rights Act of 1957 – primarily a voting rights bill, was the first civil rights legislation 

enacted by Congress in the United States since Reconstruction


- it unsuccessfully tried to address the lack of African Americans voting but it did set up a 



Commission on Civil Rights to advise the president and led to future laws
Little Rock Nine – (1957) a group of African-American students who were enrolled in Little 
Rock Central High School to test the Brown v. Board of Education ruling

- in the ensuing Little Rock Crisis these students were initially prevented from entering 


the racially segregated school by Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus


- they finally did attend after Pres. Eisenhower sent federal troops to escort them to 


classes
The Affluent Society – (1958) book by Harvard economist John Kenneth Galbraith that sought to 

clearly outline the manner in which post-World War II US was becoming wealthy in the 

private sector but remained poor in the public sector, lacking social and physical 

infrastructure, and perpetuating income disparities
National Defense Education Act – (1958) was pushed for after Sputnik’s launch, and provided 

$887 million in aid to education in the United States at all levels, both public and private
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) – (created in 1958) oversees the US 


space program, and followed Soviet’s successful launch of Sputnik
Greensboro sit-in – the most famous occurred in 1960 in Greensboro, North Carolina, which 

turned violent and led
to others throughout the country including a very successful one in 

Nashville, Tennessee
“the pill” – combination of an estrogen (oestrogen) and a progestin (progestogen), taken by 

mouth to inhibit normal female fertility that was first approved for contraceptive use in 


the US in 1960, and are a very popular form of birth control
Election of 1960 – memorable election for president won by Democrat John F. Kennedy over 


Republican Richard Nixon, which was extremely close, featured the first televised 


presidential debates, made JFK the first Catholic president and the youngest elected 


president ever
New Frontier – used by John F. Kennedy in his acceptance speech in the 1960 US presidential 

election to the Democratic National Convention as the Democratic nominee 


- originally just a slogan to inspire America to support him, the phrase developed into a 


label for his administration's domestic and foreign programs
Peace Corps – (1961) established by Pres. Kennedy with the Executive Order 10924 and 


authorized by Congress with passage of the Peace Corps Act it had the stated purpose of 

- “to promote world peace and friendship through a Peace Corps, which shall make 


available to interested countries and areas men and women of the US qualified for 


service abroad and willing to serve, under conditions of hardship if necessary, to 


help the peoples of such countries and areas in meeting their needs for trained 


manpower.”

Alliance for Progress – initiated by U.S. President John F. Kennedy in 1961 aimed to establish 

economic cooperation between North and South America, and was intended to counter 

the perceived emerging communist threat from Cuba to U.S. interests and dominance in 

the region
The Other America – (1962) Michael Harrington’s book was an influential study of poverty in 

the US, and it was a driving force behind the "war on poverty
Cuban Missile Crisis – (1962) U2 spy planes discovered that nuclear weapons launch sites were 

being built in Cuba, which resulted in a 2 week stand-off between the super powers over 

whether the weapons could be there
Engle v. Vitale – (1962) Supreme Court case that determined that it is unconstitutional for state 

officials to compose an official school prayer and require its recitation in public schools.
Baker v. Carr – (1962) Supreme Court case that retreated from the Court's political question 

doctrine, deciding that reapportionment (attempts to change the way voting districts are 

delineated) present justiciable questions, allowing federal courts to intervene in and to 

decide reapportionment cases
March on Washington – (1963) organized by a group of civil rights, labor, and religious 

organizations under the theme "jobs, justice, and peace” and attended by about 250,000,
it is credited with helping to get the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act 

of 1965 passed


- its highlight was the “I Have a Dream” speech delivered by MLK, Jr.
Feminine Mystique – (1963) book written by Betty Friedan which brought to light the lack of 

fulfillment in many women's lives, which was generally kept hidden, and ignited the 

contemporary women's movement and as a result permanently transformed the social 

fabric of the US and is widely regarded as one of the most influential nonfiction books of 

the 20th century
Clean Air Act – (1963) legislates the reduction of smog and atmospheric pollution in general, 


which has been amended and extended in 1966, 1970, 1977 and 1990
Lee Harvey Oswald – assassinated JFK in 1963
Civil Rights Act of 1964 – outlawed racial segregation in schools, public places, and 

employment and also created the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission

- Pres. Lyndon Johnson pushed it through Congress following JFK’s assassination


- the bill was amended prior to passage to protect women
Warren Report – (1964) report issued by the Warren Commission that was assigned the task of 


investigating the JFK assassination and was led by Chief Justice Earl Warren 

- it concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in the killing of Kennedy


- the Commission's findings have since proven controversial and been both challenged 


and reaffirmed

