SLAVERY INSTITUTION (THEME #8)
African Slavery (1400s) – usually enslaved because of indebtedness, either released or absorbed into 


family after debt paid off, treated more humanely

Portuguese began West African slave trade to the New World followed shortly thereafter by the Spanish

“New Slavery” – differed greatly from African slavery

· greater magnitude (not like it since the Roman Empire)

· new extremes in dehumanizing slaves (regarded as property not humans)

· race became ideological basis for enslavement

Slave-labor Plantations in the New World – Portuguese and Spanish brought slaves to work

· Spanish particularly needed slaves for sugar cane production in the Caribbean

Racial Slavery in the Chesapeake region – 

· John Rolfe development of tobacco as a cash crop led to need for large workforce

· at first slavery was not necessarily for life, and some Africans became free

· slavery replaced indentured servants in workforce in 1680s

- numbers of slaves brought to Chesapeake increased dramatically then


- slave trade came directly from Africa then (not through the Caribbean first)


- decline in unemployment in England due to decline in population growth meant fewer 


available indentured servants


- indentured servants had to be replaced when their contracts were up


- the cost of keeping slaves was only 40% that of keeping indentured servants

Slavery in the Carolinas – rice production became very profitable there and African slaves became main 

source of labor because: (1) many had cultivated rice in Africa, and (2) they were more immune 

to malaria and yellow fever than other workers

Middle Passage – name for the voyage of slave-bearing ships from West Africa to the New World

· these ships were incredibly overcrowded, and sanitation and disease were major problems

Slave population growth in English colonies

· slaves were 11% of the population in 1700, and 20% by 1750

· 40% of all newcomers were slaves during this time period

· As slave owners were often outbid for slaves by rich plantation owners in the West Indies, American colonial slave owners overall treated their slaves better, and they lived longer
· Slavery was primarily a southern institution, yet 15% of slaves lived north of Maryland by 1750
Creoles – American born slaves 

· they differed greatly from African born slaves in that they knew English and were comfortable in their surroundings

· African born slaves were relegated to the fields as creoles often were placed in better jobs

Gang system – group of slaves worked from sunrise to sunset and were mistreated and overworked by 


slave drivers (used mainly for field hands on plantations)
Task system – slaves given tasks for the day and their work was done when the tasks were complete (used 


mainly for those working near the plantation house or in cities)

Georgia and Slavery – founded by James Oglethorpe in 1732 an slavery was outlawed (thought it 


undermined the position of poor whites like those he sought to settle there)
· despite his good intentions slavery was made legal in Georgia in 1750
Stono Rebellion (1739) – occurs in South Carolina. Slaves burn and kill whites. Slaves are stopped before 

they can reach Florida, where runaway slaves are promised freedom by Spain

James Somerset – Massachusetts slave whose master had taken him to England sued for and won his 


freedom in court in 1772 

· the court ruled that since Parliament did not establish slavery, no court could compel a slave to obey an order depriving him of his liberty

· led other Massachusetts slaves to petition the legislature to apply the court decision in Mass.

· dozens of slaves in Virginia & Maryland ran away and sought passage to England and freedom

Revolutionary War – as it neared many slaves looked for a British victory to mean freedom

· even free blacks at the time of the revolution could not vote, were subject to curfews, and had their rights in court limited, and earned much less than whites

· during the war 25,000 African-Americans joined the British forces, and 5,000 (mostly from the North) fought for the colonists

· comparison of colonies relationship with England to that between slave and master, and the assertions of natural rights and human equality in the Declaration of Independence led some to believe slavery was wrong (“all men are created equal”)

- Quakers freed 80% of their slaves in 1770s


- Vermont, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut phased out slavery 



between 1777 and 1784 
After the Revolution

· New York in 1799, New Jersey in 1804, and New Hampshire by 1810
· by 1800 11% of African-Americans were free

-     no push to end slavery in the south at the time due to the heavy cost, and the fear the south 

      would secede if  no compensation were offered

· all southern states (except South Carolina and Georgia) banned slave importation

· restrictions on free blacks including curfews and voting were lifted in most states

· Setbacks for free African-Americans took place by the 1790s


- militias refused them


- voting restrictions reappeared in many states 


- immigration laws banned Africans

Northwest Ordinance of 1787 – banned slavery in the Northwest Territory 
Benjamin Banneker – free black who was a self-taught mathematician who in 1789 was one of the three 

surveyors for the new capitol city (also published a series of widely read almanacs)
Constitution and Slavery

· 3/5 Clause – count 3/5 of slaves when determining pop. for representation in the House of Reps.
· Constitution permitted Congress to ban the importation of slaves after 1808
Free African Society of Philadelphia (1780s) – to pool the resources of free blacks to assist each other

African Methodist Episcopal Church – founded after northern churches restricted black membership


- led by their first bishop, Richard Allen, it became the first black-run Protestant denomination

Fugitive Slave Law (1793) – denied accused runaways of a jury trial, and refused ability to present evidence

Slave Rebellion in Saint Domingue (1790s) – increased southerners’ fears of slave rebellions in the U.S.

Gabriel’s Rebellion (1800) – slave rebellion in Virginia in which a slave planned a march of 1000 slaves on 


Richmond (confirmed whites’ anxieties about slave rebellions)
Cotton Gin (1803) – entrenched slavery in south

· it had become increasingly unprofitable in tobacco and rice production

· with cotton gin the cultivation of cotton was suddenly profitable with a black labor force

· cotton was compatible with corn production (corn could be planted earlier or later than cotton)
American Colonization Movement (1817) – proposed a plan for gradual compensation to slave owners and 


shipment of the freed blacks back to Africa (failed due a lack of funds and due to cotton profits 


southern slaveowners refused to sell their slaves)

Missouri Compromise (1820) – divided western territories between slave and free, and admitted Missouri as 


a slave state (with admission of free state Maine balance between free and slave states maintained 


preventing a majority for either in the Senate)

Nat Turner’s Rebellion (1831) – slave rebellion that results in killing of 55 white people

- led to increased control of slave populations through slave patrols and passage of slave codes

Virginia Legislature’s Emancipation Debate (1831) – in close vote decide not to emancipate; the last time 

abolition is considered by a southern state until the Civil War
Gag Rule (1836) – rule passed by Congress tabling abolitionist petitions and preventing discussion of slavery
Amistad (1839) – Cuban ship in which 53 Africans rose up and seized control of the vessel, which was 


brought ashore in Connecticut

· the Cuban owners sought a return of the ship and slaves

· U.S. Supreme Court (after an impassioned plea by former President JQ Adams) ruled that the men should be returned to Africa as free people

Abolition Movement (see Theme #9)

Ties between Lower and Upper South

(1) many settler to the lower south had come from the upper south

(2) all white southerners benefited from the 3/5 clause of the Constitution

(3) all southerners were stung by abolitionist criticisms of slavery

(4) profitability of cotton lead to increased value of slaves and many from upper south sold to lower

Social Groups of the South


Planters – owned the large plantations and large numbers of slaves; dominated politics and society


Small Slaveholders – 88% of slaveholders who owned less then 20 slaves (most less than 10)


Yeoman – non-slaveowners though most owned land; largest single group of whites


People of the Pine Barrens – 10% of pop., poor squatters on land

Sources of Unity in the South

· social groups were clustered (planters by planters, yeomen by yeomen)

· with widespread landownership and few factories whites didn’t work for other whites

· those that didn’t own slaves hoped to be slave-owners someday

· most accepted the racist assumptions that slavery was based on

George Fitzhugh – Virginia writer who argued there was “Wage Slavery” in the North which was less 


human as it didn’t take care of the young and old like slavery did
Religious Reasons for Supporting Slavery

· helped blacks develop Christian values like humility and self-control

· slavery provided the opportunity to display Christian responsibility toward one’s inferiors

· there were often used quotes from the Bible that backed slavery (St. Paul had ordered slaves to obey their masters)

· by 1830s even the churches in the south backed slavery

Fugitive Slave Act (1850) – part of the Compromise of 1850 (even stricter than previous law)

Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) – written by Harriet Beecher Stowe influenced many in the north to turn against 

slavery

Impending Crisis of the South (1857) – written by Hinton R. Helper it urged slave holders to abolish slavery 


in their own interests
