RELIGION & REFORM MOVEMENTS – TO CIVIL WAR (THEME #9)
RELIGION
Second Great Awakening (1790s) – featured revivals often at camp meetings
· differed from First Great Awakening in that it was human inspired (not seen as the miraculous work of a wrathful God)

· most successful on the frontier with ministers who were not college educated

· “burned over district” – central & western N.Y. state, known for religious zeal during the Second Great Awakening and support of reform movements

Eastern Revivals (1820s) – revivalism shifted back to the eastern cities

· Charles G. Finney, “Father of Modern Revivalism”  

· held city-wide revivals for all denominations and preached that sin was not a natural and irresistible behavior – it was voluntary and people could control their own destinies

Unitarians – believed that Jesus was less than divine, but that on should cultivate moral goodness by 


“character building,” or trying to live like Jesus

· criticized revivals for not changing people permanently, thought they were too emotional

Mormons – Church of Latter-Day Saints founded by Joseph Smith
· faced discrimination due to (1) they thought the addition of another book of the Bible (Book of Mormon) undermined the Bible, and (2) opposed to polygamy

· moved to Illinois to escape persecution in east and built a model city, Nauvoo
· later Brigham Young moved them to Utah to escape persecution again (Joseph Smith murdered)

Shakers – name came from a religious dance that was part of their ceremony

· know for being excellent artisans particularly the making of furniture

· they opposed materialism, and supported abstinence

· tried to integrate not separate from society, which made them available for joining reform movements

Catholics – faced discrimination as nativist groups were opposed to the waves of poor Catholics (mostly 


Irish) that came to the U.S. and competed with them for jobs

· Protestants thought their religion to be more democratic as their followers could interpret the Bible where the Pope does it for Catholics

· Bible Riots – anti-Catholic mobs turned on Catholic communities burning houses down
REFORM 

Age of Reform (1820s and 1830s) – a time when the major political parties avoided major issues so 

people joined private organizations to address them

· reformers looked at every issue as good vs. evil and that God was on their side

· New England and Midwest hotbeds for reform (not so much in South)

Horizontal Allegiances – relationships built in the early 1800s that were between equals (often social 


organizations)

· prior relationships were vertical in the family and the workplace where the authority of the father of shop-owner ruled

· voluntary associations were a kind of horizontal allegiance often with a moral-reform focus

TEMPERANCE – war on liquor mostly inspired by revivals

· reformers saw alcoholic abuses as a male problem which led to problems for women and 
       children

· American Temperance Society (1826) – most members were women and supported total abstinence; targeted the laboring classes and gained support from factory owners who wanted 
       a more disciplined workforce

· Washington Temperance Society (1840) – formed after the Panic of 1837 when many saw temperance as the key to survival in hard economic times


- held “experience meetings” where members described their salvation from drinking

· “Martha Washington” Societies – wives of workers pledged to smell the breath of their 
       husbands and pressure them to stop drinking

· 1838 Massachusetts prohibited the sale of alcohol in amounts less than 15 gallons to restrict 

       individuals rather than taverns from purchasing it
· 1851 Maine banned the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages

PUBLIC EDUCATION – like temperance was to encourage orderliness and thrift among the common 


people; and move away from poorly attended one room school houses with harsh discipline

· Horace Mann – 1st Secretary of Education for Massachusetts



- shifted burden of financial support of schools from parents to the state


- set up graded school (classifying students by age and attainment)



- introduced standardized textbooks (like McGuffey Readers) and curriculum



- passed first compulsory ed. law in Mass. In 1852

· purpose of public education was to create a more educated working class particularly in New 

      England to work in industry
· also, school to spread uniform cultural values exposing children to identical experiences and 
       to promote patriotism and knowledge of our govt. (particularly for immigrants)

· most of the north modeled their school reform after Massachusetts

· opposition to this reform from farmers who liked the old schools, Catholics who didn’t like the Protestant bias of their books, and the poor who relied and children’s wages

ABOLITION – antislavery movement

· American Colonization Society (1817) – fought for gradual emancipation by compensating 
       slave owners for their loss and sending freed blacks to Africa (only 1,400 sent to Liberia)
· David Walker – a free black from Boston published “An Appeal for a Black Rebellion” to 

       crush slavery 

·  William Lloyd Garrison – famous and controversial abolitionist who launched his own 
       abolitionist newspaper The Liberator (1831) in which he argued for immediate abolition

· Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth were former slaves who became lecturers


- 
Douglass wrote his autobiography detailing life in slavery


- 
Truth also lectured on women’s rights

· abolition movement less popular than temperance (Protestant churches didn’t rally to its cause) 

· Grimke Sisters – gave speeches about abolition and faced criticism for lecturing men and not 

       obeying them (led to their involvement in women’s’ rights)

· Gag rule – set up to prevent Congress from being bogged down by abolitionists’ petition against slavery 

· Political Parties formed on platform of Abolition:
· Liberty Party, Free Soil Party, Republican Party
· Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) – written by Harriet Beecher Stowe brought the issue of slavery to the North and made it seem more real to them
WOMEN’S RIGHTS – in 1830s women could not vote; if married they couldn’t own property, and could 

not retain their own earnings


· women did get more social recognition through other reform movements 

· discrimination faced as women within other reform movements led some women to turn 
       towards the women’s rights movement
· Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were not seated at an abolition conference in London in 1840


- they instead organized a women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York


- Declaration of Sentiments – proclamation from the Seneca Falls Convention 



proclaiming “all men and women are created equal”

· Lucy Stone – in 1840s she was the first woman to lecture solely on women’s rights

· Gains for women were slow


- issues of temperance and school reform more popular


- slowed by the idea of domesticity


- associated with abolition which was unpopular


- as small gains were made some women were satisfied and left the movement

PENITENTIARIES AND ASYLUMS – as poverty and crime increased people believed they were caused 


by alcohol and broken homes and thus could be prevented by being morally good


- to combat this reformers sought to target poverty, crime, and insanity by establishing highly 



regimented institutions to change people into virtuous, productive citizens


Combating Poverty:

· “outdoor relief” of the past – supporting the poor where they lived (which didn’t solve 

the problem of demoralizing surroundings)
· move toward “indoor relief” in 1820s – almshouses for the infirm poor and workhouses 

for the able-bodied poor


Combating Crime:

· penitentiaries – prisons marked by an unprecedented degree of order and discipline in order to reform offenders

· solitary confinement used on the most violent offenders

· “Pennsylvania System” – each inmate in a single cell with no contact with other prisoners


Combating Mental Illness

· previously they were put in jails with criminals and treated horribly

· Dorothea Dix – encouraged legislatures to build insane asylums to meet their needs
UTOPIAN COMMUNITIES – sprung up in the 1820s and tried to create ideal societies 

· New Harmony – (1825) founded in Indiana by British industrialist Robert Owen as a small planned community that would improve workers educational opportunities and living conditions

· Brook Farm – transcendentalists rural community to get away from competitive 
commercial life in cities

· Oneida Community (1848) – communist community that renounced private property 
founded in New York state; where community marriages existed (all married to all)
