IMMIGRATION & NATIVISM (Theme #13)
Alien and Sedition Acts (1789)

· Alien Enemies Act – set procedure for determining whether citizens of a hostile country posed a threat 
· Alien Friends Act – authorized the president to expel any foreign resident whose activities were considered dangerous

· Naturalization Act – immigrants would have to live in the US for 14 years before becoming citizens
Foreign Conspiracy Against the Liberties of the United States (1835) – written by Samuel Morse of 

telegraph fame it warned that the despotic nations of Europe were systematically flooding the US 


with Catholic immigrants as part of a conspiracy to destroy republican institutions 
A Plea for the West (1835) – written by Lyman Beecher it warned that Catholics would flood the west and 


try to dominate the region
Panic of 1837 – the deep depression of this time led Protestants to believe that Catholics were a threat to 


their jobs and this caused many Protestants to join nativist societies

Potato Famine (1845-1855) – led to large migration of over a million Irish (mostly very poor) to the US 


who settled mostly in eastern US cities (faced a great deal of anti-Catholic hatred)

German immigrants (1840s-1860s) – arrived in numbers only less than the Irish and settled in large 


numbers in cities of the Midwest where they remained very clannish and were slow to assimilate
Nativism – name for anti-immigrant sentiment by native-born Americans caused by anti-Catholic feelings, 


fears over immigrants threatening jobs and keeping wages low, and fears that immigration would 


have a bad effect on our democratic system
Know Nothings or American Party (1850s) – based political campaigns on nativist or anti-immigrant beliefs
Old Immigrants (before 1890) – mostly from northern and western Europe
New Immigrants (after 1890) – more coming to the US from southern and eastern Europe
push factors – reasons to immigrate to the US based on what one would leave in Europe
· included overpopulation, crop failure, famine, religious persecution, lack of democratic rights, and industrial depression
pull factors – reasons to immigrate to the US based on what could be gained in the US
· included promise of good wages, wide variety of jobs available, democratic rights

ghettos – neighborhoods with people from one ethnic group living there (“Little Italy,” “Chinatown”) 
slums – impoverished neighborhoods in cities with crowded tenement housing that were filled with 


immigrants
chain migration – tendency for immigrants to relocate near friends and family from their original town in 


their old country (and the encouraging of more from there to come to the US)
creation of public schools in the 1800s to help immigrants assimilate quicker
Chinese Exclusion Act (1880) – placed a 10 year ban on Chinese immigration (which was later extended)
Ellis Island (1892) – immigration processing center for the US located in NY harbor for immigrants from 


Europe
Immigration Restriction League (1894) – middle-class Americans (particularly from Boston) formed a 


league that was outraged with the slum life in cities and the effect of immigration
Naturalization Act of 1906 – required immigrants to learn to speak English to become naturalized citizens
“Gentlemen’s Agreement” (1907) –Japan agreed to not allow its citizens to emigrate to the US and in return 

the US would allow Japanese already here to stay
· Japan agreed to this to avoid a formal law passed like the Chinese Exclusion Act

Angel Island (1910) – immigration processing center for the US located in San Francisco Bay to handle the 


immigration of Asians (conditions were much worse than in Ellis Island and many were held for 


months before being admitted and many were deported)
Immigration Act of 1917 – passed over Wilson’s veto, it added to the number of undesirables banned from 

entering the country, including but not limited to, “idiots,” “feeble-minded persons,” “epileptics,” 

“insane persons,” alcoholics, “professional beggars,” all persons “mentally or physically defective,” 

polygamists, and anarchists

· it barred all immigrants over the age of sixteen who were illiterate

· it designated an “Asiatic Barred Zone,” a region that included much of eastern Asia and the Pacific Islands from which people could not immigrate (previously, only the Chinese had been excluded from admission to the country)
Ozawa v. U.S. (1922) – this case ruled that a Japan-born man who lived most of his life in the US was 

denied citizenship on the basis that though he was light-skinned he was not “white”


-     to avoid future issues the court defined “white” as Causasian
U.S. v. Bhagat Singh Thind (1923) – a man from India was denied citizenship and the court readjusted its 

position in the Ozawa case and determined Caucasians were to be admitted from Europe only 

(anthropologists say that people of northern India were Caucasians, too)

Immigration Act of 1924 – limited the number of immigrants who could be admitted from any country to 

2% of the number of people from that country who were already living in the US in 1890
· 1890 census was used as there weren’t many immigrants from southern and eastern Europe yet

· the part of this law that set up the quotas is known as the National Origins Act 1924
· also set up tests for citizenship and allowed for literacy and health tests before admission to US

Border Patrol (1924) – created to halt or at least slow down illegal immigration from Mexico

Sacco-Vanzetti Case (1927) – a case in Mass. where two Italian immigrants were accused of murder and 


were sentenced to death in a time of strong anti-immigration, anti-Italian, and anti-communist feelings
Immigration and Naturalization Service or INS (1933) – this agency was officially formed to handle 

immigration and was a part of the Dept. of Labor, but was moved to the Dept. of Justice 
Alien Registration Act (1940) – required all aliens (non-US citizens) within the US to register with the govt. 


and to receive an Alien Registration Card (which later would be known as “green cards”)
Magnuson Act (1943) – lifted the barriers to citizenship for most immigrants of Asian origin

McCarran Internal Security Act (1950) – a key institution in the era of the Cold War, it tightened alien 

exclusion and deportation laws and allowing for the detention of dangerous, disloyal, or subversive 

persons (meaning those thought to be communist) in times of war or "internal security emergency" 


(passed over a Truman veto)
McCarran-Walter Act (1952) – abolished the 1917 Asia Barred Zone and allowed immigrants from Asia 


into the US based on ethnic quotas (which were much lower than quotas for those from Europe)

Immigration Act of 1965 – abolished the national-origin quotas that had been in place in the US since the 


Immigration Act of 1924, and an annual limitation of visas was established for immigrants from 


Eastern Hemisphere countries with no more than 20,000 per country (ending the bias against Asian 


immigrants)
Refugee Act (1980) – reformed US immigration law and admitted refugees on systematic basis for 

humanitarian reasons

Immigration Reform and Control Act (1986) – made it illegal to knowingly hire or recruit illegal 


immigrants and required employers to attest to their employees' immigration status


-     granted amnesty to undocumented immigrants who entered the US before 1982
Immigration Act of 1990 – increased the number of legal immigrants allowed into the US each year, and 

created a lottery program that randomly assigned a number of visas to help immigrants from 

countries where the US did not often grant visas

-     provided for exceptions to the English testing process required by the Naturalization Act of 1906
California Proposition 187 (1994) – a California state petition that was passed but overturned by a federal 


court which was to deny schooling and medical care for illegal immigrants (particularly Mexicans)
Patriot Act (2001) – provided US govt. the power to combat terrorism, and enhances the discretion of law 

enforcement and immigration authorities in detaining and deporting immigrants suspected of 

terrorism-related acts
Department of Homeland Security (2001) – created to protect the US from terrorism, it also took in the INS 

as part of its efforts to control immigration and created a new agency to handle immigration
