FOREIGN RELATIONS – WASHINGTON TO MONROE (THEME #7)
Disputed territory between Spain and U.S. included parts of Georgia and Tennessee, and all of 


Mississippi and Alabama 

· Spain kept Mississippi River and port of New Orleans closed to Americans

· Spain allied with Creeks who had harassed settlers in the region

· In 1789 Spain opened port of New Orleans but with 15% duty on all exports

Andre Fagot (1789) – Spanish agent sent to Tennessee to make Spain’s offer that if Tennessee 

joined with Spain then Mississippi River and port of New Orleans would be open to them

· Kentucky and Tennessee admitted into the Union in 1790s to ensure their loyalty

French Revolution (began in 1789)

· French Republic began in 1793; declared war on all nations with kings

· Federalists favored staying out of the war to protect trade with British (particularly northerners)

· Dem.-Reps. favored aiding the French Republic
· Westerners supported France (against Britain and Spain who posed threats in the west)

· Pres. Washington issued a declaration of neutrality

Citizen Genet (1793) – French minister to U.S. came to strengthen alliance with U.S., enlist 

American mercenaries to fight for republicanism 

· American Foreign Legion of volunteer recruits created

· American privateer ships flying the French flag seized British ships and French consuls sold the ships and cargoes
· after Washington declared neutrality; asked France to recall Genet
Impressment – forced enlistment of American sailors into British Royal Navy
· Royal Navy also seized more than 250 American ships supposedly trading with France

· Americans saw this as a test of U.S. govt. to protect them and their property

Fort Miami (1794) – built by British on U.S. territory near Toledo, Ohio

· John Jay sent by Washington to Britain to negotiate

· Battle of Fallen Timbers near the fort was a victory for U.S. over the Shawnee (British close the fort soon after this battle)

· U.S. builds Fort Defiance nearby to protect American interests

· led to Treaty of Greenville which opened up most of Ohio and part of Indiana for settlement

Jay’s Treaty (1794) – completed after the Battle of Fallen Timbers which gave him leverage
· British agreed to withdraw troops from American soil

· trade with French colonies during war prohibited (including profitable sugar and molasses)

· didn’t address the problem of British impressments

· most saw the treaty as a failure, however, it did defuse the crisis with Britain and avoided war and greatly increased trade with Britain
Fort San Fernando (1794) – built by Spain on U.S. territory near Memphis, Tennessee

· Thomas Pinckney sent by Washington to Spain to negotiate

Pinckney’s Treaty (1796) – also called the Treaty of San Lorenzo, it was an unqualified victory

· won westerners the right to duty-free access to the Mississippi River

· recognized the 31st parallel as the southern boundary of the U.S.

· Spain promised to remove forts on U.S. soil and to discourage Indian attacks on western settlers
Washington’s Farewell Address (1797) – advised the nation to stay out of the wars in Europe and 
avoid partisan politics

XYZ Affair (1798) – 

· French had seen Jay’s Treaty and the defeat of Jefferson in 1796 election as a sign U.S. turning toward Britain

· France began seizing  American ships and hanging American citizens caught on British ships 
· Adams sent a peace delegation to France and the French govt. refused to negotiate

· 3 unnamed ministers (nicknamed X,Y, and Z) told the U.S. delegation that if the U.S. gave France $250,000 and loaned them $12 million then they would negotiate

· This blatant bribe hurt the Dem.-Reps. who had always supported France and led to a Federalist sweep of the 1798 midterm elections (gave them the majority they used to pass Alien & Sedition Acts)

Quasi-War (1798-1800) – undeclared naval war with France in Caribbean Sea
Election of 1800 – Adams prior to the election sends another diplomatic mission to France, this 
time getting France to openly negotiate to end hostilities

· removing France as an enemy helped Dem.-Reps. who always supported the French

· Adams (Federalist) then loses election to Dem.-Rep. Jefferson

Defeat of Barbary Pirates (1801-1805) – U.S. fought to stop paying tribute to pirates in the 


Mediterranean Sea

Louisiana Purchase (1803) – sold by Napoleon of France to help fund his war with Britain
British Rule of 1756 – declared any trade closed in peacetime couldn't be reopened during war

· designed to end U.S. trade with French in Caribbean (French would only trade using French ships prior to the war)

Orders in Council (1806) – a British blockade of French ports, which made U.S. trade w/ France 

difficult

· Napoleon responded with his Continental System which proclaimed ships obeying British regulations would be seized

· led to seizures of U.S. ships by both nations and outlawed nearly all U.S. trade

· French only seized U.S. ships in French ports, British seized them right off our coast

· British navy also increased its impressments of American sailors

Cheasapeake Affair (1807) – British ship HMS Leopard attacked the USS Chesapeake, forced it 

to surrender and impressed sailors (British never had impressed sailors off a U.S. Navy ship before)
Embargo Act (1807) – U.S. law prohibiting vessels from leaving American ports for foreign ports
· Part of Jefferson’s idea of “peaceable coercion”

· designed to prohibit exports, but ended imports as well (why bring goods to U.S. and then return home empty with nothing to sell for profit)

· resulted in a 50% decrease in trade with Britain which greatly hurt New England merchants

· did lead to a turn to manufacturing in U.S. to make goods previously purchased

Non-Intercourse Act (1809) – replaced Embargo Act and authorized trade with all nations except 
Britain and France (until they respected our shipping rights, which they didn’t)
Macon’s Bill No. 2 (1810) – opened trade to both Britain and France, and if either stopped restricting 

neutral trade then U.S. would halt trade with the other

War hawks elected to Congress in 1810

War of 1812 – war declared against Britain over incitement of Indians in west and shipping rights
· ironic as restricted trade starting to hurt Britain and they repealed the Orders in Council

· opposition to the war heavy and few volunteered

· unsuccessful attack on Canada launched and British burned down Washington, DC

· after relatively even fighting U.S. wins Battle of New Orleans (won after Treaty of Ghent signed in Europe)

Treaty of Ghent (1814) – treaty that ended War of 1812
· restored relations between U.S. and Great Britain to how they were before the war

· Effects of War of 1812

· American nationalism increased (eg. “Star Spangled Banner”)

· Ended British interference in the west and normalized relations with them

Agreements with British under Pres. Monroe:

· Rush-Bagot Treaty (1817) – demilitarized the Great Lakes by restricting number of U.S. 

and British ships

· British-American Convention of 1818 restored U.S. fishing rights off of Newfoundland

· Oregon declared open to citizens of both nations

1818 – Andrew Jackson led raid of Spain’s East Florida as it was a base for Seminole Indian attacks
· raid done independent of Monroe, though he later gave his approval
· helped put pressure on Spain to grant more concessions

Adams-Onis Treaty or Transcontinental Treaty (1819) – 

· Spain ceded East Florida and rights to West Florida to U.S.

· Southern border of the U.S. west of the Mississippi River agreed upon (removing Spain 

from Oregon)

· U.S. conceded that Texas belonged to Spain

Monroe Doctrine (1820) – 

· U.S. to abstain for European wars (unless American interests involved)

· American continents (recently independent of Spain) not to be recolonized by European powers

· U.S. would construe any European colonization attempt in the western hemisphere as an unfriendly act

· though not stated, it kept U.S. option to expand there open

