DOMESTIC CONCERNS – JEFFERSON TO JACKSON (THEME #6)

Revolution of 1800 – Dem.-Rep. Jefferson elected President

· election went to the House of Reps as Jefferson and his VP candidate Aaron Burr were tied

· House of Reps elected Jefferson after Hamilton supported him (political rival of Burr from NY)

· “revolution” as it was a peaceful transfer of power from one party (Federalists) to another 

· “revolution” as it was major change to ideals of Dem.-Reps.

· less power to the rich; help for farmers, smaller govt. and lower taxes

· 12th Amendment separated balloting for President and Vice President

Judiciary Act of 1801 – Federalists tried to change Supreme Court from 6 to 5 justices to prevent Jefferson 


from nominated a Dem.-Rep. leaning justice

· also created 14 new federal judge positions

· Pres. Adams appointed the “midnight judges” to fill these new positions with Federalists

Marbury v. Madison (1803) – set up judicial review

Quids – group of dissenters led by John Randolph who believed in the wisdom of farmers and warned of 


govt.’s tendency to encroach on liberty

· Yazoo Tract – tract of land in Alabama and Mississippi given to investors at low prices as Georgia legislators had been bribed (example of political corruption)
· When a federal commission compromised and gave investors some land the Quids complained 

Louisiana Purchase (1803) – went against Jefferson ideal of strict interpretation (too good of a deal)

· Lewis & Clark Expedition in 1804-1806

Aaron Burr Conspiracies – Burr VP after losing Election of 1800 until 1804 when Jefferson replaced him
· joined “High Federalists” in plot to sever New England and NY from the Union
· ran for Governor of NY as part of the plot, but Hamilton fought to prevent it from happening

· Burr challenged Hamilton to duel for this (and his role in Election of 1800) and killed him

· Burr allied with military governor of Louisiana Territory, James Wilkenson, and plotted to separate the states south of the Ohio River into a separate confederacy

· this plan halted before it was begun and Burr acquitted of treason by Supreme Ct. (no proof)

Embargo Act (1807) – cut off foreign trade to keep U.S. out of war in Europe, but ruined our trade

· gave Federalists an issue to gain back some political power (more-so with XYZ Affair)
· Non-Intercourse Act (1809) – replaced Embargo Act and authorized trade with all nations except Britain and France (until they respected our shipping rights, which they didn’t)
· Macon’s Bill No. 2 (1810) – opened trade to both Britain and France, and if either stopped restricting neutral trade then U.S. would halt trade with the other

Fletcher v. Pack (1810) – Supreme Court ruled that an action of a state could be declared unconstitutional

Charter for the Bank of the U.S. rejected (1811)

War of 1812 – ends with the Treaty of Ghent (1814)

· brought a new wave of nationalism (people said “the United States is . . .” rather than “the United States are . . .”); viewing nation more important than state for first time

· Battle of New Orleans helped build that national pride and brought fame to Andrew Jackson

Hartford Convention (1814) – Federalist convention which passed a series of resolutions on grievances

· New Englanders becoming a permanent minority to be dominated by south and west and their economic interests were not being recognized by govt.

· Proposed to abolish the 3/5 clause; require 2/3 vote of Congress to declare war and admit new states; limit President to one term

· timing bad as Treaty of Ghent just agreed upon

· James Monroe won the election of 1816 in landslide and Federalist finished as a national party

Era of Good Feelings – Dem.-Reps. would run with no 2nd party opposing them in next couple elections
· name is a misnomer as there were still sectional tensions and arguments over federal v. state power

· end of war in Europe and War of 1812 did make things more relaxed; slavery to be next issue

· Agricultural Boom – cotton in the south, wheat in the west

Second Bank of the U.S. chartered (1816) – given 20 year charter
Henry Clay’s American System – aimed to make nation self-sufficient and concentrated on national 


transportation system linking North, South, and West
Dartmouth v. Woodward (1819) – Supreme Court case where court ruled that state (N. Hampshire) couldn’t 


transform a private corporation (Dartmouth College) into a public institution
· seen as a stripping of power away from states

McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) – S.C. case where court ruled that a state did not have the power to tax a 


national corporation (Baltimore branch of the Second Bank of the U.S.
· “power to tax is the power to destroy”
· also seen as a stripping of power away from states

Adams-Onis Treaty (1819) – U.S. took Florida from Spain, and set western border w/ Spain, Spain received 


Texas (allowing for western settlement)

Panic of 1819 – land boom in west collapsed 

· farmers had borrowed too much money to buy more land and assumed they could pay it back

· agricultural boom slowed and foreign demand for U.S. ag. goods down

· general curtailment of credit in the west forced banks to collect on loans to farmers

· land prices plummeted hurting speculators

· Bank of the U.S. blamed for its role in the curtailing of credit

Missouri Compromise (1820) –



- added slave state Missouri and free state Maine to keep balance



- drew line from southern border of Missouri west dividing territories into land set aside for 



slavery south of it and to remain free above it
New States Admitted (1816-1821) – Indiana, Illinois, Alabama, Mississippi, Maine, Missouri

Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) – Chief Justice John Marshall ruled that Congress had the constitutional right to 

break down the Livingston/Fulton steamboat monopoly that was granted by the NY state legislature; 

Congress had the right to do so as it could regulate the trade from NY to New Jersey

Election of 1824 – won by John Quincy Adams, despite the fact that Andrew Jackson had most votes
· “Corrupt Bargain” – when election went to the House of Reps. (no candidate with majority) then 
· Henry Clay put his support behind JQ Adams, who then named Clay Sec. of State (an office which 4 presidents had held prior to becoming president)
Election of 1828 – won my Jackson – Democratic Party split from Dem.-Reps.

· campaign was characterized by mudslinging (JQ Adams an elitist who wears silk panties, Jackson portrayed as a drunk, adulterer, murderer, and gambler)

· lingering resentment over the “corrupt bargain” election helped increase voter turnout

and Jackson’s war hero past helped boost his popularity

· JQ Adams supporters became known as the National Republican Party

Jacksonian Democracy
· Policies to help and represent the “common man”

· poll taxes replaced property requirement

· written ballot replaced voting out-loud

· public campaigning became more prevalent

· more positions in govt. to be elected rather than appointed

· spoils system (rotation in office) allowed a President to replace appointed govt. officials to prevent a aristocratic permanent class of govt. officials

Tariff of Abominations (1828) – nickname for a high protective tariff that benefited the industrial north and 


the agricultural west; and was hated by the south as they would have to pay high prices for 


manufactured goods
South Carolina Exposition and Protest (1828) – published anonymously and written by John Calhoun
· outlined argument that the tariff did not meet an important criterion for constitutionality: it didn’t benefit all as federal laws should

· aggrieved states then had the right to nullify such laws that were unconstitutional in its borders

· similar line of reasoning as was in the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions (re: Alien & Sedition Acts)
Maysville Road veto (1829) – example of Jackson’s and Democrats disapproval of federally funded internal 


improvements 

· pushed for by Clay in his home state of Kentucky

· would extend the Cumberland and National Roads

· it would be federal funding for a program entirely in one state

Indian Removal Act (1830) – see Early Native American History Theme for related info and ornaments
Nullification Crisis (1832) – 

· Jackson had avoided conflict over the tariff issue for awhile by promising to distribute excess federal revenue to the states (thus south would profit in some way from the high tariff)
· however, South Carolina used Calhoun’s reasoning and nullified the tariff in 1832
· Jackson’s Response “Olive Branch and the Sword”
· Olive branch – passage of a much lower tariff in 1833 known as the Compromise Tariff
· Sword – Force Bill – authorized the President to use arms to collect customs duties in South Carolina or any state that nullified the tariff
· South Carolina nullified the Force Bill, but did end its nullification of tariffs
Bank of U.S. veto (1832)
· Second Bank of the U.S. received a 20 year charter which was expiring

· B.U.S. was a creditor of state banks and restrained their printing and loaning of money by being able to demand the redemption of state notes in specie (gold or silver coins)

· Jackson was concerned about privileged elites who controlled it, and the speculation that fueled the Panic of 1819 that was fueled by the bank’s credit policies

· Nicholas Biddle who was president of the bank helped push a bill to re-charter the bank through Congress, but Jackson vetoed it (Congress’s attempt to over-ride the veto failed)
Pet Banks (1833) – when Biddle began to restrict credit Jackson moved federal deposits in the B.U.S. to 


selected state banks (which critics nicknamed “pet banks”)
· resulted in state banks being able to issue more paper money, and extend more loans

· this fueled a wave of speculation and economic expansion which grew out of control 

(exactly what Jackson wanted to avoid)

Democratic party split between hard currency supporters (Jackson) and soft money supporters (paper money)

Locofocos – faction of the Democratic party that supported Jackson’s hard money stance

- they were originally members of workingmen’s parties but gradually shifted to the Democrats


- also they called for free public education, abolition of imprisonment for debt, & 10 hour workday

Whig Party – coalition of groups that opposed Jackson became a viable second party (main issue – B.U.S.)

- ran 1st presidential candidate in 1836 finishing close behind Van Buren

- see Two Party System Theme for more information

“Democracy in America” (1835) – an insightful look at American society and politics in this time period 


written by Alexis de Toqueville
· shows Americans always trying to get ahead

· shows how whites treated each other as equals but discriminated heavily against others

· shows growth of the nation through internal improvements (roads, canals)

· shows growth of factories and expansion of trade

Deposit Act (1836) – with economic growth Congress pressured Jackson to sign this bill which increased 


the number of deposit banks and loosened federal control of them
Specie Circular (1836) – proclamation by Jackson that only specie (hard currency) would be accepted in 


payment for federal land (thought paper money led to speculation)
· he hoped this would reduce the effect of the Deposit Act 

· took the wind out of the speculation boom by making banks hesitant to issue paper money

Panic of 1837 – severe depression that hit right when Van Buren took office, but caused by the end of the 


speculative boom fueled by Jackson’s moving of federal deposits to state banks
· lasted much longer and was far more severe than Panic of 1819

· unemployment was high and wages dropped to 1/3 previous levels

· Democrat Martin Van Buren wins Election of 1836 and has to clean up the mess created by Jackson (called for the creation of an Independent Treasury)

· Independent Treasury Bill – did not address the banking issues on the state level

· Whigs blamed the Specie Circular rather than the banks and encouraged chartering more of them

· Democrats blamed the depression on banks and soft money and became after 1837 more aligned with Jackson’s hard currency, anti-bank position (through Election of 1896)

“Tippecanoe and Tyler, Too” (Whigs William Henry Harrison and VP John Tyler) win Election of 1840
