COLONIAL PERIOD – RELIGION (THEME #1)
Jamestown/Virginia colony – not founded on basis of religion but economics by joint-stock 

company; when it became successful it was due to the cash crop tobacco maintaining 


economic, not religious focus
Plymouth Colony (1620)

· Pilgrims were Separatists who wanted to separate from Church of England

· Mayflower Compact – established a limited form of democracy for the colony

Great Migration (1630s) – Puritans migrated to Mass. escaping persecution

· Massachusetts Bay colony founded in 1629 (govt. in Salem, Mass.)
· Colony dominated by Puritans and self-governing

· Puritans wanted to reform or “purify” the Church of England and were persecuted in England

· Puritan church membership required for voting (these members called saints)

“City Upon a Hill” – name given to the colony by Governor John Winthrop
· wanted the colony to be a godly community that would shame the Church of England, by being such a great example of what society could be like

· emphasis on charity and helping the poor; away from materialism and social class

The New England Way – a set of orthodox practices for Puritans to follow
· this was established partly through education (each town was to have a teacher)

· need for properly trained ministers led to founding of colleges (Harvard in 1636)
· blue laws passed to restrain unwanted behaviors (for example prohibiting business activities on Sundays, whistling, cursing, or dancing, etc.)
· cooperation between church and state

· required attendance at church and to pay set rates (tithe) to support church

· meetinghouse used for religious services and town meetings

Weakening of Puritanism – over time the hold of Puritans on New England society diminished
· Roger Williams – argued civil govt. should remain absolutely uninvolved with religious matters for which he was banished from the colony in 1635 

· Went on to found Rhode Island (only New England colony with religious toleration) in 1636

· Anne Hutchinson – angered ministers by holding Bible discussions at home, and for questioning their authority and for encouraging people to look inward for salvation, further she was a woman and they were not to step our of their prescribed roles

· Believed one’s good works on earth were the key to salvation

· Her followers, branded Antinomians by Winthrop, grew in numbers and they even elected their own governor for one term

· When Winthrop regained the governor position he held a trial and she and other leading Antinomians were banished from the colony (most went to Rhode Island)
· Halfway Covenant – would permit the children of baptized adults, including non-saints, to receive baptism (allowing founders’ descendants to transmit church membership to their grandchildren even if their parents elected to become saints because of the public conversion experience)
· Prevented the numbers of saints from dwindling, but signaled a weakening in the church

· Restoration (1660) – ended Puritan rule of England following the English Civil War and hurt the power of Puritans in America
· Salem Witch Trials – accusations in Salem revolving around some girls and witchcraft led to a series of further accusations which split the town
· Became a conflict over class as Winthrop’s vision of a nearly classless society had turned into a society with a growing wealthy class and with a jealous poorer class that turned on the rich
Maryland founded (1634) – Lord Baltimore founds this proprietary colony as a haven for Catholics

· Catholics in England faced persecution (they couldn’t worship in public, had to pay tithes to the Church of England, and were barred from holding political office)
· Despite the intent, Protestants quickly bought up much of the land in Maryland and they began to outnumber the Catholics
· Act of Religious Toleration (1642) – passed by the Puritan dominated assembly making it the second colony to allow freedom of religion
· Battle of Severn River (1654) – Protestant majority barred Catholics from voting, ousted a pro-tolerance Governor, William Stone, and repealed the toleration act

· 1665 Stone raised an army of both faiths to regain the govt. but was defeated in this battle and he was imprisoned and Catholic leaders were hung

· Protestants encouraged to do this due to the English Civil War won by the Protestants in Parliament

Pennsylvania founded (1684) – William Penn founds this proprietary colony after the land was given 


to his father by King Charles II to repay an old debt

· Penn wanted to make it a “holy experiment” based on the teaching of radical preacher George Fox whose followers were known as the Society of Friends (Quakers)
· Appealed to men and women on the bottom of society
· Attracted some intellectual elites (like Penn) for its quiet introspection

· Believed the holy spirit or “inner light” could inspire every soul

· Disavowed a need for clergy and a formal creed

· Core beliefs included spiritual state more important than wealth; informally addressed all from any social class; would not swear oaths; women given equality; refused to bear arms

· For these reasons they faced intense persecution in Europe

· Colony allowed freedom of religion (which allowed it to grow rapidly)
· Philadelphia (City of Brotherly Love) was a planned city for its capitol
Great Awakening (begins in 1739) – an outpouring of Protestant revivalism
· Begun by George Whitefield who traveled America giving sermons with his amazing oratorical skills by getting people to feel a direct connection with God

· cut across class lines, gender and even race

· unleashed people’s anxieties over salvation in a time when religious fervor had previously faded

· charismatic preachers appealed directly to them through their emotions

· depicted emptiness of materialism, corruption of human nature, fury of divine wrath, and the need for immediate repentance 

· “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” – famous sermon by Jonathan Edwards
