START OF THE COLD WAR – YALTA TO EISENHOWER (Theme #27)
Yalta Conference – (1945) Stalin, Churchill, and Roosevelt (the Big Three) met in this resort city 


in the USSR for the purpose of discussing Europe's postwar reorganization
· agreed that they would only accept unconditional surrender of Germany

· agreed to split Germany into four zones of occupation after their surrender

· Stalin agreed to free elections in Poland

· USSR to help fight Japan once Germany defeated

· Agreed to the creation of the United Nations
Potsdam Conference – (1945) Stalin, Churchill, and Truman met in this suburb of Berlin to discuss the 

establishment of post-war order, peace treaties issues, and countering the effects of war
· agreed to demilitarize Germany

· agreed to prosecute Nazi war criminals

· agreed upon the borders of Poland and Germany
Hiroshima – (1945) Japanese city that the first atomic bomb was dropped on by the U.S. 
· second city of Nagasaki was atomic bombed a week later and Japan surrendered days later
George Kennan – U.S. diplomat stationed in Moscow, USSR who sent a telegram back to the State 


Department issuing a warning against Soviet aggressive intentions
· his telegram outlined ideas that became U.S. foreign policy including containment
containment – U.S. foreign policy uniting military, economic, and diplomatic strategies stop the spread of 


communism
Iron Curtain – term coined by Winston Churchill for the symbolic, ideological, and physical boundary 

dividing Europe into two separate areas starting at the end of WWII in 1945 with communist 


nations in Eastern Europe and democratic nations in Western Europe
Atomic Energy Commission – (1946) agency of the U.S.govt. established after WWII by Congress to 

foster and control the peace time development of atomic science and technology, and to transfer 

the control of atomic energy from military to civilian hands
Operation Crossroads – (1946) a series of nuclear weapon tests conducted by the U.S. at Bikini Atoll with 

the purpose of testing the effect of nuclear weapons on naval ships (2 of the 3 were detonated)
Truman Doctrine – (1947) foreign policy declared by President Harry S. Truman 
· he addressed Congress to request $400 million in aid to Greece and Turkey, as well as authorization to send American economic and military advisers to the two countries to prevent their falling under Soviet control

· he called upon the U.S. to "support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures,” which generalized his hopes for Greece and 
      Turkey into a doctrine applicable throughout the world
National Security Act – (1947) realigned and reorganized the U.S. Armed Forces, foreign policy, and 

Intelligence Community apparatus in the aftermath of WWII
· merged the Dept. of War and Dept. of Navy under leadership of Secretary of Defense

· established the National Security Council which coordinates national security policy
· established the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) our 1st peacetime intelligence agency
· established the Joint Chiefs of Staff which is a group of military leaders from the 4 branches 

      of the armed forces who advise the civilian government of the US
Marshall Plan – (1947) plan called for by Secretary of State George Marshall for rebuilding and creating a 

stronger foundation for the countries of Western Europe, and repelling communism after WWII 


by giving them direct aid of over $12 billion
Berlin Blockade/Berlin Airlift – (1947-1948) the Soviet Union blocked the Western force's railway and 

road access to the western sectors of Berlin that they had been controlling to force the western 

powers to allow the Soviet controlled regions to start supplying Berlin with food and fuel, thereby 

giving them nominal control over the entire city
· the Allies responded by airlifting supplies to West Berlin for over a year until the Soviets lifted the blockade

· Truman successfully upheld containment while avoiding direct conflict with the Soviet Union
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) – (1949) military alliance between the western democratic 

powers whose member states agree to mutual defense in response to an attack by any 

external party
Mao Zedong – Chinese Communist leader who led his party to victory in the Chinese Civil War in 1949


-     his victory was a major blow to the U.S. who had been supporting the Nationalists there
USSR explodes their 1st atomic bomb – (1949) – another major blow to the U.S. as the sole possession of 


the bomb and a major military and political advantage is lost 


-    secrets for building the atomic bomb were secretly given to the USSR by the Rosenbergs
Korean War – (1950-1953) conflict begun when communist North Korean forces invaded South Korea
· UN troops authorized when Soviet Union boycotted a UN meeting over the issue of recognition of the communist People’s Republic of China

· Douglas MacArthur led the UN forces and landed behind North Korean forces to defeat them

· UN forces pushed into North Korea and were pushed back by Chinese forces when they neared the Chinese border

· MacArthur fired after public dispute with Truman over whether to expand war against China

· Eisenhower negotiated a cease fire in 1953 ending the conflict keeping the peninsula divided
Federal Civil Defense Administration – (1951) govt. agency that flooded the country with posters, 

programs, and information about communism, the threat of nuclear attacks, instructions for 

holding air raid drills in schools, and detailed plans on how to build a bomb shelter
KGB – Soviet equivalent to the U.S.’s CIA and also played a critical role in the survival of the Soviet 

one-party state through its suppression of political dissent
US explodes first hydrogen bomb – (1952) test approved by Truman leaves a mile wide crater on a 


Pacific island and results in a speeding up of the arms race with the Soviet Union
USSR explodes their 1st hydrogen bomb – (1952) creates a major concern for US officials as it is 


believed the USSR couldn’t have produced this weapon by stealing our secrets and 


having it completed so soon – meaning they are catching up to us in weapon technology

 “Atoms for Peace” speech – (1953) delivered by Pres. Eisenhower to the UN General Assembly calling 


for an international focus on peaceful uses of atomic energy
· the U.S. then launched an "Atoms for Peace" program that supplied equipment and 

      information to schools, hospitals, and research institutions throughout the world
Operation Ajax – western powers led by the CIA supported an overthrow of the democratically elected 


leader of Iran in favor of a leader who would protect western access to Iranian oil and prevent 


Soviet domination of Iran
· the Shah who took power established an absolute dictatorship

· this event has major implications today as it led to the anti-US Iranian Revolution of 1979 

      and lingering anti-US feelings that lead to support of terrorist organizations in the region

Operation Pbsuccess – (1953-4) CIA-trained group of mercenaries overthrew Jacobo Arbenz Guzman’s 


elected government in Guatemala, because he was planning on nationalizing land owned by the 


United Fruit Company (from the U.S.)

· new govt. gave land back to United Fruit and trampled political opposition
John Foster Dulles – Secretary of State under Pres. Eisenhower known for his aggressive anti-communist 


stances, his support of the French in Vietnam, and support for Operation Ajax and Operation 


PBSUCCESS in Guatemala
Foreign Policies linked to John Foster Dulles:

· brinkmanship – the practice of pushing a dangerous situation to the verge of disaster in order to achieve the most advantageous outcome, including using the threat of the use of nuclear weapons
· massive retaliation – a military doctrine and nuclear strategy in which a state commits itself 
      to retaliate in much greater force in the event of an attack
Geneva Accords – (1954) agreement that came out of the multi-national Geneva Conference that agreed 

to end hostilities and restore peace in French Indochina and Vietnam
· Indochina free of French rule

· Vietnam divided between northern and southern zones with Viet Minh under the leadership of communist Ho Chi Minh in the north and forces who had supported the French in the south

· unification to take place following elections to be held in 1956 (never held)
domino theory – U.S. foreign policy that speculated that if one land in a region came under the influence 

of communism, then the surrounding countries would follow in a domino effect

- this was specifically associated with Southeast Asia and the communist North Vietnam
Warsaw Pact – (1955) organization of communist nations in central and eastern Europe that was to 


counter the strength of NATO
Geneva Summit – (1955) conference between leaders of the U.S., U.S.S.R., Great Britain, and France 


designed to reduce international tensions with topics such as East-West trade agreements, tariffs, 

the arms race, international security and disarmament policy were all addressed to some extent
peaceful coexistence – a theory developed by the Soviet Union during the Cold War that they could 

peacefully coexist with capitalist states, which was in contrast to the previous principle that 


communism and capitalism could never exist in peace
Vulnerability of U.S. Strategic Air Power – (1956) a report that presents estimates of the effect of a 

surprise Soviet attack on the combat potential of the Strategic Air Command, and discusses the 

effectiveness and cost of several defensive measures
Hungarian Revolt – (1956) a spontaneous nationwide revolt against the Stalinist government of Hungary 

and its Soviet-imposed policies that began with student demonstrations that turned violent

- Soviet forces moved in and crushed the rebellion and the west did nothing to help
Suez Canal Crisis – (1956) the U.S. and Great Britain withdrew aid from Egypt after it began to build ties 

with USSR, which caused Egypt to nationalize the Suez Canal 
· Great Britain, France, and Israel attacked Egypt to win back the canal

· The U.S. intervened to get its allies to stop their attack before the Soviet Union got involved 

      to help Egypt (which would have been WWIII)

Eisenhower Doctrine – (1957) U.S. foreign policy that stated a country could request U.S. economic 


assistance and/or aid from U.S. military forces if it was being threatened by armed 


aggression from another state (particularly a communist one)
· to back this up Ike sent troops to Lebanon to stop a Muslim revolt against the
Christian dominated, pro-western regime there
Inter-Continental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) – is a long-range (greater than 5,500 km or 3,500 miles) 

ballistic missile typically designed for nuclear weapons delivery
Sputnik – (1957) world’s first Earth-orbiting artificial satellite that was launched by the USSR using an 


ICBM missile
· scared the US as now the Soviet Union was ahead of the US in rocketry and could theoretically win a nuclear war

· led to an emphasis in science and math education in the US
Fidel Castro – (1959) came to power as a result of the Cuban revolution that overthrew the army, labor 

union, and communist-backed Fulgencio Batista, but instead of filling his initial promise to 


have democratic elections "within months", he delayed and eventually abolished them
Kitchen Debate – (1959) an impromptu debate (through interpreters) between then U.S. Vice President 

Richard Nixon and Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev at the opening of an exhibition in Moscow 


in which an entire house filled with labor saving and recreational devices meant to represent the 

fruits of the capitalist American consumer market was built that the American exhibitors claimed 

anyone in America could afford
· Nixon boasted about the advancements that were made in the U.S. for consumers

· Khrushchev argued the Soviet Union focused on things that mattered rather than luxury 

· Nixon gained popularity for standing up to the communist leader
U2 Incident – (1960) when an American U-2 spy plane was shot down over the Soviet Union, the U.S. 

denied the plane's purpose and mission, but was forced to admit its role as a covert surveillance 

aircraft when the Soviet government produced its remains (largely intact) and surviving pilot, 

Francis Gary Powers. 
· it took place two weeks before the scheduled opening of an East-West summit in Paris

· Pres. Eisenhower refused to apologize for the incident

· the incident was a great embarrassment to the U.S. and prompted a marked deterioration in its relations with the Soviet Union
