SECTIONALISM PRIOR TO THE CIVIL WAR (THEME #10)

I. Slavery – not on the minds of Northern soldiers when war started, but clearly an issue that 

pervaded all of the social, political and economic causes




- Would there have been a split without slavery – no – root of all conflicts



- Conflict over slavery existed from birth of nation



- Nat Turner’s Rebellion – slavery uprising that resulted in stricter laws in South 



controlling slave populations



- Virginia legislature debated the abolition of slavery in 1832 – the proposal was defeated 




and abolition was not discussed again in a southern legislature (had it passed other 




Southern states may have eventually followed)



- gag rule – rule in Congress that tabled the discussion of petitions by anti-slavery 




Northerners to abolish slavery (1830’s and 1840’s)



- Abolition – slavery moral wrong – Second Great Awakening




- Underground Railroad – Harriet Tubman
II. Economic – two competing systems (industrial north vs. agrarian south, free labor vs. slave)


- cotton gin – made slavery profitable again, and thus entrenched in South



- American System – plan pushed for by Henry Clay that would add internal 




improvements to the US (roads, canals, etc.) which the South objected to as they 



saw no benefit for them



- Tariff battle for almost a century – south wants low tariff as they import all manufactured 




goods, and north wants high tariffs to protect their goods from international competition



- South believed in nullification of Congressional laws which goes back to 




Virginia & Kentucky Resolutions regarding Alien & Sedition Acts



- Nullification Crisis – John Calhoun and South Carolina Exposition and Protest, 




which outlined position of nullification in relation to the Tariff of Abominations



- Andrew Jackson’s response – the “olive branch” of Compromise Tariff 





which lowered the high tariff and the “sword” of Force Bill which allowed 





for federal troops to enforce the tariff (which South Carolina nullified)



- Recession of 1857 causes bigger divide

III. Political



- Representation in Senate/Congress




- Every new state could ruin balance – both sides feared other side would try to 



 
mandate their society on the other federally




- Missouri Compromise (1820)




- added slave state Missouri and free state Maine to keep balance





- drew line from southern border of Missouri west dividing territories into 






land set aside for slavery south of it and to remain free above it



- State power vs. Federal power




- Southern states still felt states were sovereign – goes back to Federalist/Anti-



 
Federalist battle (see Nullification Crisis)


- Anti-Slavery political parties formed




- William Lloyd Garrison edited The Liberator – an anti-slavery newspaper that 





called for govt. action against slavery




- Liberty Party – 1840 – a minor political party that broke away from the 





American Anti-Slavery Society due to grievances with William Lloyd 




Garrison's leadership and nominated a Presidential candidate - 1844 & 1848



- Free Soil Party – 1847 – formed with remnants of the Liberty Party and other  




groups and took the platform stance of no slavery in territories



- Texas and Mexico 




- arguments over annexation of Texas centered on issue of Texas being added as a 





slave state (James Polk was able to push this through)



- Wilmot Proviso – added to the appropriations bill for the treaty to end the 





Mexican War, it declared that slavery would not be permitted in any 




territory acquired in the war, though it never passed it angered the South
IV. Catalysts – events that made both sides look evil, and created larger tension



- Compromise of 1850 – CA admitted, popular sovereignty, DC no slaves, 



tougher/enforced fugitive slave act pushed through Congress by Henry Clay 


- Uncle Tom’s Cabin – Harriet Beecher Stowe – first glimpse for Europe and North of 



life in South – kept England out of war – queen allegedly cried



- Fugitive Slave Act – forced Northerners to return blacks to South and brought issue of 




slavery to the forefront for them



- Anthony Burns –a fugitive slave who made it from Virginia to Boston, who was 





arrested and an anti-slavery mob tried to gain his release (and shot a US 





marshal in the process) but President Pierce sent in federal troops to assist 





in returning Burns to Virginia (anti-slavery supporters bought his freedom)


- Kansas-Nebraska Act – 1854 split territories– dissenters create Republican Party and 




the Whig Party was divided and faded away


- Popular Sovereignty – let states decide for themselves – ignore Missouri Compromise



- Bleeding Kansas – fight between anti- and pro-slavery settlers in Kansas 



- Sack of Lawrence – pro-slavery force attacked anti-slavery town and destroyed 





its printing presses which were used to publish anti-slavery propaganda




- Pottawatomie Creek Massacre – in reaction to sack of Lawrence anti-slavery 





force led by John Brown hacks bodies of 5 pro-slavery settlers



- Lecompton Constitution – pro-slavery Constitution written to oppose the anti-





slavery Topeka Constitution for the admitting of Kansas to the Union





- Pres. Buchanon and southern Democrats endorsed this anti-slavery 






Constitution and Stephan Douglass and northern Democrats 





opposed it helping to divide the Democratic Party and pave way 





for Lincoln’s election





- Congress wouldn’t approve this Constitution and Kansas wasn’t added to 






the Union until 1863 (after the Civil War started) as a free state



- Bleeding Sumner – Senator Charles Sumner of Mass. caned violently on Senate floor 



after anti-South speech


- Republican Party – Northern party to outlaw slavery formed from Free-Soilers, anti-



slavery Whigs, and some Northern Democrats



- Dred Scott Case – Justice Taney ruled slaves aren’t citizens and can’t sue, and that 




slaves are property and the govt. can’t take them away, thus making the Missouri 




Compromise illegal



- Lincoln-Douglas Debates – in campaign for Illinois Senator – Lincoln argues no slavery 




in territories and loses election, but gains national prominence (he becomes 



Republican candidate for Pres. in 1860)



- Freeport Doctrine – Douglas’s position on popular sovereignty and against 





Supreme Court ruling in Dred Scott Case (alienated Southerners and 





prevented him from being a viable national candidate for the Democratic 





Party in the 1860 Presidential Election)



- John Brown’s Raid – tries to take over federal arsenal in Harper’s Ferry to gain weapons to 




free slaves (greatly angers the South)


- Election of 1860 – S.C. secede after Lincoln elected (leading other Southern states to follow)


- Crittendon Compromise – unsuccessful last ditch effort to keep southern states from seceding 




by proposing a Constitutional amendment to protect slavery in the South
