RECONSTRUCTION AND CIVIL RIGHTS TO WWI (Theme #16)
Black Codes – until the defeat of the Confederacy they allowed segregation, African Americans couldn’t buy 


or sell land, be on a jury, testify against whites, inter-marry, leave the plantation, learn to read, etc.
Emancipation Proclamation – Lincoln’s call to free slaves held in Confederate territory during the war

Freedmen’s Bureau – begun during the Civil War, it gave food, medical care, jobs, to former slaves, and 


tried to protect their rights as laborers, settle disputes, etc. 


- its work expanded during Reconstruction when it also built schools and helped blacks gain land
13th Amendment – (1865) ratified near end of the Civil War, it made slavery illegal in the US

Reconstruction – name for the overall program to “reconstruct” the US by readmitting Southern states

Lincoln’s Reconstruction Plan – 10% sign oath and create new state govt.

Radical Republicans – the members of the Republican Party that came to dominate Congress who 

believed in a more demanding plan for the admitting of Southern states

- led by Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Sumner

Wade-Davis Bill – Radical Republican plan that required 50% to sign oath, emancipation guaranteed, and 


provide a military governor for southern states  (Lincoln pocket vetoes the bill)

John Wilkes Booth – assassinates Lincoln

Andrew Johnson – moderate from Tennessee (southerner) who replaces Lincoln as President

Presidential Reconstruction – Johnson surprised Congress and follows 10% plan and some states reentered


- State constitutions only have to 1) repeal secession, 2) repudiate debts, 3) ratify 13th Amend.

- Johnson pardoned many aristocratic Southern leaders
Andrew Johnson “Sir Veto” starts vetoing Radical Republican Congress laws


- 1866 election veto-proofs Congress – they now have 2/3 to overrule

Civil Rights Act of 1866 – passed over veto, gave African Americans the same civil rights as other 


citizens 
14th Amendment – (1866) made all people born in the US citizens and protected them from govt. actions 


(but not actions of private citizens), and threatens to take away seats in Congress if any state 


refuses black voting rights, and says former Confederate leaders can’t run for state or nat. govt.
Reconstruction Act of 1867 – (sometimes known as “Military Reconstruction”) 


- radical plan that invalidated state govts. that were formed under the Lincoln and Johnson plans 



- only Tennessee was deemed OK by this law

- 5 Military Districts run by Union General + 20,000 soldiers – Supreme Court allows


- only blacks and whites not disqualified by the 14th Amend. Could vote on new delegates who 



would write a new state constitution which had to approve the 13th Amend. 
Tenure of Office Act – Senate approval before any Presidential firings impeachment

Johnson impeached after firing Secretary of War Stanton – he was spying for Radical Republicans


- he was barely acquitted on the charges by the Senate

15th Amendment – (1878) prohibited the denial of suffrage because of race, color, or previous condition 


of servitude
carpetbaggers – northern Republicans who went to the South seeking wealth and power there
scalawags – predominantly poor Southern whites who sought to profit from Republican rule in the South
Ku Klux Klan – a secret organization created in the South that became a terror movement against blacks 


(prevented them from voting, enforced segregation, lynched many) which became a violent arm of 


the Democratic Party there
Enforcement Acts – (1870-1871) three separate laws provided for protection of black voters, federal 


supervision of Southern elections, and set sanctions against those who impeded black suffrage 
sharecropping – land management system that developed in South during Reconstruction where white


landowners subdivided large plantations into smaller farms which were rented to freedmen (former 


slaves) in which half of the annual crop was the rent payment
Grantism – war hero Ulysses S. Grant became the Republican candidate for president in 1868 and 1872 

- many scandals plagued his presidency, though Grant was not personally involved


- Credit Mobilier scandal – Grant’s vice-president Schuyler Colfax was linked to a fraudulent 



construction company that skimmed the profits of the Union Pacific Railroad

Amnesty Act – (1872) federal law that removed voting restrictions and office-holding disqualification 

against most of the secessionists who rebelled in the Civil War, except for some 500 military 

leaders of the Confederacy
Ex Parte Milligan – (1866) Supreme Court case that said that military courts could not try civilians in 


areas remote from war which made it difficult to enforce reconstruction laws in the South

Slaughterhouse Cases – (1873) chipped away at the 14th Amendment by declaring that it protected the 


rights of national citizens, but didn’t protect their rights as citizens of states

- thus some issues like the one in this case over a business monopoly in New Orleans 



slaughterhouses fell out of the jurisdiction of the federal govt.


- the implications of this ruling were then later applied to issues involving civil rights
Redemption – term used by white Southerners to refer to the reversion of the U.S. South to conservative 

Democratic Party rule after the period of Reconstruction
Grandfather clause – passed by Southern states which created new restrictions on voter registration that 


allowed men to vote, based on their having ancestors who had the right to vote before the Civil 



War – effectively preventing black men from voting
Jim Crow laws – state and local laws in the United States enacted between 1876 and 1965 that mandated 

de jure segregation in all public facilities, with a "separate but equal" status for black Americans 

and members of other non-white racial groups
Civil Rights Act of 1875 – guaranteed same treatment in public accommodations regardless of race
Election of 1876 – ends Reconstruction as the close presidential election between Rutherford B. Hayes 

(Republican) and Samuel Tilden (Democrat) was decided in the House of Reps. (democrats agree 


to swing election to Hayes if federal troops are withdrawn from the South
Results of Radical Reconstruction


Benefits – Blacks in South AND North can now vote



- New Southern constitutions written



- Black participation in Congress – 14 black Congressmen, 2 black senators



- Improved  Southern infrastructure – schools, public works, property rights for women


Negatives 



- Fails because most Northerners stop caring about helping former slaves



- US beliefs in personal property, self-govt., state control conflict with Reconstruction
Civil Rights Cases – (1883) Supreme Court declares Civil Rights Act of 1875 unconstitutional stating 


federal govt. couldn’t outlaw discrimination by private individuals
buffalo soldiers – originally were members of the U.S. 10th Cavalry Regiment, formed in 1866 at Fort 

Leavenworth, Kansas. (the nickname was given by the Native American tribes they fought)

- the first peacetime all-black regiments in the regular U.S. Army
exodusters – (1879-1880) African Americans who fled the South for Kansas after the end of Reconstruction 
- racial oppression and rumors of the reinstitution of slavery led many freedmen to move


- many settled in Kansas because of its fame as the land of the abolitionist John Brown and because 



Kansas was reputed to be more progressive and tolerant than most others

- they mostly became farmers when they arrived there
National Colored Farmers Alliance – formed in the 1880s when both black and white farmers faced great 


difficulties due to the rising price of farming and their decreasing profits


- the Southern Farmers' alliance did not allow black farmers to join so a group of black farmers 



decided to organize their own alliance.
Ida Wells-Barnett – black newswriter from Memphis who wrote about lynchings of African Americans

- she was forced to move to Chicago in the North for her safety and later became involved in the 



women’s rights movement

Frederick Douglass – former slave who wrote about his experiences as a slave and his escape who became 


a civil rights leader in the North during and after Reconstruction and called for full equality
Plessy v. Ferguson – Supreme Court upheld a state law allowing segregated railroad cars


- the case that declared “separate but equal” segregated facilities for different races were legal 
Booker T. Washington – civil rights leader from the South who argued that blacks should lift themselves 


up economically before asking for full political rights

- founded Tuskegee Institute (black college) 


- wrote Up From Slavery about his experiences trying to rise from poverty through hard work
Following the Color Line – muckraker Ray Stannard Baker documented racism in this 1908 book
W.E.B. DuBois – civil rights leader from the North who earned a PhD from Harvard in history


- called for full political rights immediately and racial equality

- wrote Souls of Black Folks in 1903 which rejected Booker T. Washington’s call for patience
Niagara Movement – (1909) based on a conference on sustained resistance to racism, which then met 


annually and formed the NAACP (partially led by DuBois)
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) – (1909) legally challenged 


racism and discrimination through court cases (most famous to be Brown v. Board of Ed.)
Birth of a Nation – (1912) one of the earliest feature full-length movies, it disparaged blacks and glorified 


the KKK
ragtime – music style that was originated in 1880s by black musicians in the saloons of the South and 


Midwest which was for the soul purpose of entertaining

- it combined the rhythms and harmonies of traditional songs sung by African Americans with 



marching band musical structures


- became a popular sensation in the 1890s with composers like Scott Joplin


- playful, catchy, and sensual music that was in direct opposition to the Victorian social 



conventions (spread a slight amount of rebellion against Victorian culture)
