CHAPTER 21: THE PROGRESSIVE ERA, 1900-1917

· Triangle shirtwaist Factory in NYC killed 141.

· Work was harsh and people were stuck in a cycle of poverty.

· After this, NY passed a series of laws regulating factories and protecting workers.

PROGRESSIVES AND THEIR IDEAS

· Reform gained momentum as activists tried to make government more democratic, eradicate dangerous conditions in cities and factories, and curb corporate power.

The Many Faces of Progressivism

· There was a growing middle class of WASPS

· White-collar jobs and professional organizations rose.  There was a new emphasis on licensing and becoming more standardized.

· The reform movement grew within the white middle class.

· On the issues affecting factory workers and slum dwellers, the urban immigrant political machines – and workers – provided critical support and often took the initiative.

· Most progressives wanted to improve the ills of society – not to change it.

· Progressive reformers fought for a variety of measures – their policies often overlapped or had nothing to do with one another.

· Most believed that all social problems could be solved through careful study and organized effort.

Intellectuals Offer New Social Values

· Some intellectuals did not support the theory that businesses should make as much money as they can at the expense of the worker – social Darwinism.

·  JANE ADDAMS – HULL HOUSE – center of social activism and legislative-reform led the way in helping the working class.

· JOHN DEWEY – thought change lie in the public schools, he wanted children to interact with one another.

· Others thought that the courts held the key to social change – OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES, JR. believed that the courts needed to change some of their antiquated precedents when dealing with industry.

Novelists, Journalists, and Artists Spotlight Social Problems

· Novelists and journalists roused the reform spirit by chronicling corporate wrongdoing, municipal corruption, slum conditions, and industrial abuses.

· Their works undermined the reputation of the industrial elite and stimulated pressures for tough regulation of business.

· MUCKRAKERS – President Theodore Roosevelt coined this term – he used it to refer to authors who wrote about the wrongdoings of political or business giants.  It became a term to be proud of.

· Muckrakers emphasized facts and often got them by going undercover into factories, etc.

· This allowed middle class people to become aware of the ills present in industrial work.

STATE AND LOCAL PROGRESSIVISM

Reforming the Political Process

· Reforms began in some cities.

· Reformers passed laws regulating the rates these utilities could charge, raising their taxes, and curbing their political influence. (Some even advocated public ownership of these companies) This new regulatory structure would remain the rule for a century, until an equally strong deregulatory movement swept the nation in the 1990s.

· Some municipal reformers advocated substituting professional managers and administrators, chosen in citywide elections, for mayors and aldermen elected on a ward-by-ward basis.  

· The electoral reform movement soon expanded to the state level.  By 1910 all states had adopted the secret ballot, which made it harder to rig.

· 1903, Wisconsin, came up with the direct primary – where the citizens chose the candidates rather than party bosses.

· INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL – initiative – voters can instruct the legislature to consider a specific bill.  In a referendum – they can actually enact a law or (in a nonbinding referendum) express their views on a proposed measure.  By a recall petition, voters can remove a public official from office if they muster enough signatures.

· While this was designed to democratize voting, party leaders soon learned to manipulate the new electoral machinery.  The new procedures may have weakened party loyalty and reduced voter interest. Voter participation rates dropped steeply in these years, while political activity by organized interest groups increased.

Regulating Business, Protecting Workers

· Late 19th c. corporate consolidation created corporate giants.

· Many workers benefited from this corporate growth.

· Wages did go up but it was still barely enough to support a family and left little money for emergencies.

· To survive entire families went to work.

· Working conditions were deplorable as well.

· The workers know worked to a clock and managers tried to make workers more efficient by studying their movements and making changes.

· Regulation of big business became a drive of the progressives.

· WISCONSIN led the way with GOVERNOR ROBERT “FIGHTING BOB” LA FOLLETTE – Republican – they adopted the DIRECT PRIMARY SYSTEM, set up a RR regulatory commission, increased corporate taxes, and limited campaign spending.  He met regularly with reform-minded professors at UW.  He also set up a legislative reference library so lawmakers would not be solely dependent on corporate lobbyists for factual information.  His reforms gained national attention as the WISCONSIN IDEA.

· States began to outlaw child labor and to shorten workdays for women.

· Campaigns to improve industrial safety won support from political bosses.

· States began have fire safety laws and making employers liable for job-related injuries or death.

· FLORENCE KELLEY – was a leader in the drive to remedy industrial abuses. She advocated for child labor laws and improving factory conditions.

· People began to use science as a means to get regulations.  Dust and lead in workplaces for example caused health related issues.

Making Cities More Livable

· People campaigned for parks, boulevards, and streetlights and proposed laws against billboards and unsightly overhead electrical wires.

· They also wanted better housing, garbage pick-up, and street cleaning.

· Some cities passed laws on health and safety in housing.

· Public health also played a role.  They wanted improved water and sewer systems, regulation of milk suppliers and food handlers, school medical examinations and vaccination programs, and public service campaigns.

· This did help to improve infant mortality rates.

· They began to recognize and call for policies against pollution.

· This change did not happen right away, most courts still favored businesses.

Progressivism and Social Control

· They also targeted personal behavior of immigrants – they wanted to impose their own moral standards by force of law.

Moral Control in the Cities

· Entertainment was still present.

· Nickelodeons – 5 cent movies became popular

· Fearful of immorality and social disorder, reformers campaigned to regulate amusement parks, dance halls, and the movies.

· Several states and cities established censorship boards and the Supreme Court upheld them.

· They also targeted prostitution.

· THE MANN ACT (1910) made it illegal to transport a woman across a state line “for immoral purposes”.  Red light districts were closed down and authorities to pry into private sexual behavior used the legislation.

Battling Alcohol and Drugs

· During the Progressive Era, temperance shifted from asking people to give up alcohol to legislating a ban on the sale of alcoholic beverages.  The ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE (ASL) (1895) led this cause.

· As the ASL and the WCTU joined forces with various church bodies, many localities banned the sale of alcoholic beverages and the campaign for national prohibition gained strength.

· These years also saw the first sustained campaign against drug abuse – like opium and cocaine.

· The federal government backed a 1912 treaty aimed at halting the international opium trade.  The NARCOTICS ACT OF 1914, also known as the HARRISON ACT, banned the distribution of heroin, morphine, cocaine and other addictive drugs.

Immigrations Restriction and Eugenics

· 1900-1917 = more than 17 million immigrants.

· Many Americans endorsed bans on immigration.

· Immigrants faced literacy tests and physical examinations and tests in which legitimate public health concerns became mixed up with stereotypes of entire ethnic groups as mental or physical defectiveness.

· Anti-immigrant fears helped to fuel the eugenics movement.

· Eugenics is the control of reproduction to alter a plant or animal species, and some US eugenicists believed that human society could be improved by this means.

· Eugenics gave respectability to anti-immigrant sentiment, as well as the racism, teat pervaded white America in these years.

· Many states legalized the sterilization of criminals, sex offenders, and persons adjudged mentally deficient.

Racism and Progressivism

· Most of the 10 million blacks lived in the South as sharecroppers and tenant farmers in 1900.

· By 1910 over 20% of the black population lived in cities, mostly in the South, but many in the North as well.

· They got more diverse jobs.

· Legally enforced racism peaked in the early 20th c. in the South due to Jim Crow laws.

· Southern blacks were disfranchised, trapped in a cycle of poverty, had poor education, and discrimination.

· 200,000 blacks migrated North between 1890-1910.

· Wartime opportunities brought more, and by 1920, 1.4 million African Americans lived in the North.

· Conditions were only slightly better than in the South.

· Segregation, though not imposed by law, was enforced by custom and sometimes by violence.

· Violence was present in many of these disputes.  Lynchings were happening at about 75 per year.

· Blacks developed strong social institutions and a vigorous culture.  Religious life, centered in the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

· Progressives generally tolerated segregated schools and housing, restrictions on black voting rights.

BLACKS, WOMEN, AND WORKERS ORGANIZE

African American Leaders Organize Against Racism

· Booker T. Washington’s most potent challenger was WEB DU BOIS (1868-1963).

· He rejected Washington’s call for patience and his exclusive emphasis on manual skills.  Instead, DU Bois demanded full racial equality, including the same educational opportunities open to whites, and called on blacks to resist all forms of racism.

· His militancy signaled a new era of African American activism.

· The NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP).  DuBois and others formed this – it called for vigorous activism, including legal challenges, to achieve political equality for blacks and full integration into American life.

Revival of the Woman-Suffrage Movement

· 910- women could only vote in 4 western states – WY, UT, CO, and ID.

· Women were appalled that new immigrant men could vote and that they couldn’t

· 1911- CA voters approved women suffrage.

· When Susan B. Anthony retired from the presidency of the NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION (NAWSA) in 1900, CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT of IA succeeded her.  Under Catt, NAWSA adopted the so-called WINNING PLAN: grass-roots organization with tight central coordination.

Enlarging “Woman’s Sphere”

· Female activists continued to try and bring playgrounds and day nurseries to slums, abolish child labor, help women workers, and ban unsafe foods and quack remedies.

· Cultural assumptions about “woman’s sphere” weakened as women became more active.

· No Progressive Reform Era reform raised the issue of women’s rights more directly than the campaign challenging federal and state laws banning the distribution of contraceptives and birth-control information.

· MARGARET SANGER – did a lot to try and get birth control accepted.  She founded the American Birth Control League, the ancestor of today’s Planned Parenthood Federation.

· Mary Ware Dennet, urged lobbying efforts to amend obscenity laws. Unlike Sanger, she thought birth control should be readily available.

· Not until 1965 did the Supreme Court fully legalize the dissemination of contraceptive materials and information.

Workers Organize; Socialism Advances

· Danbury Hatters case, the Supreme Court forbade unions from organizing boycotts in support of strikes.  They were a “conspiracy in restraint of trade,” said the court, and thus a violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act.

· INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD (IWW) – nicknamed the wobblies, founded in Chicago in 1905.

· Their leader was WILLIAM “BIG BILL” HAYWOOD – 

· The IWW led mass strikes of Nevada gold miners; MN iron miners, and timber workers in LA, TX, and the NW.  

· It’s reputation for violence was exaggerated and by 1920 its strength was broken.

· Other workers , as well as some middle-class Americans, turned to socialism.

· They advocated an end to capitalism and backed public ownership of factories, utilities, RRs, and communication systems, but they differed on how to achieve these goals.

· Democratic socialism was the most popular, not Marx’s version.

· In 1900 democratic socialists formed the SOCIALIST PARTY OF AMERICA (SPA)

· Eugene V. Debs was their presidential candidate 5 times.

NATIONAL PROGRESSIVISM PHASE I: ROOSEVELT AND TAFT, 1901-1913

Roosevelt’s Path to the White House

· Roosevelt took over for McKinley who was shot in office

· He dominated the political landscape.

· He was seen as rough and rugged.

Labor Disputes, Trust-busting, RR Regulation

· In May 1902 the UNITED MINE WORKERS UNION (UMW) – called a strike. After 5 months, Roosevelt  acted.  He arbitrated the dispute.  The commission granted the miners a 10% wage increase and reduced their working day from 10 to 9 hours.

· He defended workers rights to organize.

· He believed that business behavior must be regulated.  He held them to a high standard.

· He also spoke against monopolies, or “trust-busting”.  His attorney general filed suit against the Northern Securities Company, a giant holding company that had recently been formed to control railroading in the Northwest, for violating the Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890.

· 1n 1904, the Northern Securities Company was dissolved by the Supreme Court in a 5 to 4 vote.

· He filed 43 antitrust lawsuits.

· He won the next term, and turned his interests to RR regulation.  HEPBURN ACT OF 1906 – this empowered the Interstate Commerce Commission to set maximum railroad rates and to examine railroads’ financial records.  It also curtailed the RRs practice of distributing free passes to ministers and other influential shapers of public opinion.

· It displayed his knack for political bargaining.  It did help to increase the government’s regulatory powers

Consumer Protection and Racial Issues

· No progressive reform proved more popular than the campaign against unsafe and falsely labeled food, drugs, and medicine.

· UPTON SINCLAIR’S THE JUNGLE (1906) described the conditions in the meatpacking industry.

· He also spoke of the exploitation of immigrant workers.

· Roosevelt supported the PURE FOOD AND DRUG ACT and the MEAT INSPECTION ACT, both passed in 1906.  The first outlawed the sale of adulterated foods or drugs and required accurate ingredient labels; the latter imposed strict sanitary rules on meatpackers and set up a federal meat-inspection system.

· The more reputable companies supported these measures.

· Roosevelt wasn’t much better regarding racial matters than those who preceded him.

Environmentalism Progressive-Style
· Roosevelt was also considered about the environment.

· Under an act passed by Congress in 1891, Presidents Harrison and Cleveland had set aside some 35 million acres of public lands as national forests.

· GIFFORD PINCHOT – appointed by Roosevelt in 1905 to head the new US FOREST SERVICE, he stressed not preservation but conservation – the planned, regulated use of forestlands for public and commercial purposes.

· By temperament Roosevelt was a preservationist.

· He supported the NATIONAL RECLAMATION ACT OF 1902 that designated the money from public-land sales for water management in arid western regions, and set up the Reclamation Service to plan and construct dams and irrigation projects.

· This service undertook projects that sped settlement and productivity between the Rockies and the Pacific.

· The Roosevelt Dam in AZ spurred the growth of Phoenix.  The law required farmers who benefited from these projects to repay the construction costs, creating a revolving federal fund for further projects.

· There was much competition for scarce water sources.

· He set aside 200 million acres of public land as national forests, mineral reserves, and waterpower sites.

· This provoked in opposition, and in 1907 Congress revoked his authority to create national forests in 6 timber rich states.  He signed the bill, but only after he had designated 16 million acres in the 6 states as national forests.

· He expanded the national forests, created 53 wildlife reserves, 16 national monuments, and 5 new national parks.  Congress created the National Park Service in 1916 to manage the parks.

Taft in the White House, 1909-1913

· Roosevelt did not run for a third term.  The Republican’s chose Taft.  The party platform, influenced by the National Association of Manufacturers, was deeply conservative.

· The Democrats nominated William Jennings Bryan.  They called for a lower tariff, denounced the trusts, and embraced the cause of labor.

· Taft won.

· Taft supported the MANN-ELKINS ACT (1910), which beefed up the Interstate Commerce Commission’s rate-setting powers and extended its regulatory authority to telephone and telegraph companies.

· He prosecuted more antitrust cases than had Roosevelt – but he didn’t get much publicity.

· Taft at first backed the INSURGENTS (reform-minded Republicans) call for a lower tariff.  But in 1909, when high-tariff advocates in Congress pushed through the PAYNE—ALDRICH TARIFF, raising duties on hundreds of items, Taft not only signed it but also praised it extravagantly.  The battle between conservative and progressive Republicans was on.

· The so-called BALLINGER-PINCHOT AFFAIR widened the rift between Taft and the Progressive Republicans.

· The interior secretary, Richard Ballinger, approved the sale of several million acres of public lands in Alaska containing coal deposits to a group of Seattle businessmen in 1909.  They sold the land to a consortium of New York bankers.  When a Department of the interior official protested he was fired.

· Roosevelt came back and he attacked judges who struck down progressive laws and endorsed the radical idea of reversing judicial rulings by popular vote.

The Four-Way Election of 1912

· 1912 Roosevelt announced his candidacy, opposing Taft.  Taft wanted a second term.  Sen. Robert La Follette also ran but once Roosevelt put his name in – his support collapsed.

· Roosevelt won many primaries, but Taft controlled the Republican machinery, and the Republican convention in Chicago disqualified many of Roosevelt’s hard-won delegates.

· His followers formed the Progressive Party.  Its nickname was the Bull Moose Party.

· Woodrow Wilson won the nomination for the Democrats.

· Taft gave up, Debs called for an end to capitalism and a socialized economic order.

· Roosevelt preached new nationalism.

· Wilson called his political vision the “New Freedom”, warning that the new corporate order was choking off opportunity for ordinary Americans; he evoked an era of small government, small businesses, and free competition.

· Wilson won the presidency, and the Democrats also took both houses of Congress.

· The 1912 election linked the Democrats with reform (except on the issue of race) – a link on which FDR would build in the 1930s.

NATIONAL PROGRESSIVISM PHASE ii: WOODROW WILSON, 1913-1917

Tariff and Banking Reform

· Tariff reform headed Wilson’s agenda.

· A low tariff bill passed through the House but got stalled in the Senate.

· His censure led to a Senate investigation of lobbyists and of senators who profited from high tariffs.  Stung by the publicity, the Senate slashed tariff rates even more that the House had done.  The UNDERWOOD-SIMMONS TARIFF- reduced rates at an average of 15%.

· He called for banking and currency reform.

· People were undecided.

· The result was the FEDERAL RESERVE ACT OF DEC. 1913 – a compromise measure – it created 12 regional Federal Reserve Banks under mixed public and private control.  Each regional bank could issue US dollars, called Federal Reserve notes, to the banks in its district to make loans to corporations and individual borrowers.

· It was his greatest legislative achievement.

· “The fed” grew into the strong central monetary institution it remains today, adopting fiscal policies to prevent financial panics, promote economic growth, and dampen inflationary pressures.

Regulating Business; Aiding Workers and Farmers

· FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT AND THE CLAYTON ANTITRUST ACT.

· The FTCA took an administrative approach.  IT created the FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION (FTC) with power to investigate suspected violations of federal regulations, require regular reports from corporations, and issue cease-and desist orders (subject to judicial review) when it found unfair methods of competition.

· The Clayton Antitrust Act took a legal approach.  It listed specific activities that could lead to federal lawsuits.  The Sherman Act of 1890 had been vague.  The Clayton act spelled out a series of illegal practices, such as selling at a loss to undercut competitors.

· He supported the AFL and workers’ rights to organize.

· In 1916, they enacted 3 important worker-protection laws.

· KEATING-OWEN ACT – barred from interstate commerce products manufactured by child labor. (It was declared unconstitutional in 1918)

· THE ADAMSON ACT – 8hour day for interstate railway workers.

· WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT  - provided accident and injury protection to federal workers.

· FEDERAL FARM LOAN ACT AND THE FEDERAL WAREHOUSE ACT – enabled farmers, using land or crops as security, to get low-interest federal loans.

· FEDERAL HIGHWAY ACT – providing matching funds for state highway programs, benefited not only the new car industry but also farmers plagued by bad roads.

· Did nothing for blacks.

Progressivism and the Constitution

· Muller v. Oregon - The Supreme Court upheld an Oregon 10 hour law for women laundry workers.  The court said that worker-protection laws did not violate the employers’ rights under the due-process clause of the 14th amendment.  It marked a breakthrough in making the legal system more responsive to new social realities.

· LOUIS BRANDEIS – offered evidence in the Muller v. Oregon case and was nominated to the Supreme Court by Wilson.

· 4 amendments to the constitution

· 16th – ratified in1913, granted Congress the authority to tax income. Revenues helped the government pay for the expanded regulatory activities assigned to it by various progressive reform measures.

· 17th amendment – 1913, mandated the direct election of US senators by the voters, rather than their selection by state legislatures as provided by Article I of the Constitution.

· 18th amendment 1919 – established nationwide prohibition on the manufacture, sale, or importation of “intoxicating liquors”

· 19th –1920- granted women the right to vote.

1916: Wilson Edges Out Hughes

· Wilson won renomination in 1916.

· Following worker protection laws in 1916, the progressive movement lost momentum as the nation’s attention turned from reform to war.

