Modern U.S. History

Chapter 29 Section 1 Study Guide

Cold War Roots of the Conflict in Vietnam
Part II: Pgs. 896 – 900
Define: Space Race:
Why was the American moon landing in 1969 a significant event in the Space Race?

Define: French Indochina (also think about “where is it” and what it was comprised of?) – 

How did the French government benefit by possessing this area (French Indochina)?


-The colony produced a great deal of natural resources for France, particularly rice and rubber.
Define: Ho Chi Minh and describe what he stood for politically – 

Define: Viet Minh –

What did Ho Chi Minh begin to fight for after Japan was defeated in 1945?

Why did Presidents Truman and Eisenhower support the French in their conflict against the Vietminh?
Define: Domino Theory – 

What happened at the Battle of Dien Bien Phu?  What did Vietnam look like (how was it divided) after the Geneva Accords?

After the French were kicked out of Southeast Asia, Vietnam was led by Ho Chi Minh in the Communist North and Ngo Dinh Diem leading the Western-style government in the South

Define: Ngo Dinh Diem –
How did Diem rule South Vietnam?

Why did the Diem government fail to win the ‘support of the people’?

Define: Viet Cong –

Do you think the United States was justified in supporting Ngo Dinh Diem? Why or why not?
Why did American leaders “lose faith” in Diem’s South Vietnamese government?

What happened to Diem?  WHY WAS THIS A PROBLEM FOR THE UNITED STATES?
