ECONOMY & DOMESTIC PROGRAMS – LBJ TO PRESENT 

(Theme #33)
The Other America – (1962) Michael Harrington’s book was an influential study of poverty in the US, 

published in 1962 and it was a driving force behind the "war on poverty," which helped lead to 

programs such as Medicaid, Medicare, food stamps and expanded social security benefits 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 – outlawed racial segregation in schools, public places, and employment, and 


also created the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission – it was conceived to help African 

Americans, the bill was amended prior to passage to protect women
Freedom Summer – (1964) attempt to register as many African American voters as possible in Mississippi,

 
which up to that time had almost totally excluded black voters

- white and black young volunteers from the north came to help and faced extreme violence
24th Amendment – (1964) abolished the poll tax as a restriction on voting
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution – (1964) in direct response to a reported minor naval engagement known as 

the Gulf of Tonkin Incident, Congress passed this resolution which gave Pres. Johnson 

authorization, without a formal declaration of war by Congress, for the use of military force in 

Southeast Asia
Barry Goldwater – a five-term US Senator from Arizona (1953–1965, 1969–1987) and the Republican 

Party's nominee for President in the 1964 election
· he lost the 1964 presidential election by a large margin to incumbent Democrat Johnson
· cleared the way for the Democrats to pass LBJ’s Great Society programs

· supporters praised his crusades against the federal govt., labor unions, and the welfare state
· the defeat of so many older Republicans in 1964 also cleared the way for a younger 
      generation of American conservatives to mobilize

Southern Strategy – it began in the 1964 presidential campaign when Barry Goldwater ran a conservative 


campaign, which emphasized "states' rights," broadly opposed strong action by the federal 

government, and opposed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 on the basis that it was an intrusion of the 

federal government into the affairs of states – all of which appealed to voters in the south
· Republican presidential campaign strategy from then on would be to appeal to the south

· this broke the hold of Democrats over the “Solid South” which the Democrats controlled 

      from 1877 and the end of Reconstruction until 1964 
Great Society – a set of domestic programs proposed or enacted on the initiative of Pres. Johnson 
· two main goals of the Great Society social reforms were the elimination of poverty and of racial injustice

· other new major spending programs addressed education, medical care, urban problems, and transportation

· the Great Society in scope and sweep resembled the New Deal domestic agenda of Franklin D. Roosevelt, but differed sharply in types of programs enacted
· it eventually became overshadowed and under-funded due to the Vietnam War
Elementary and Secondary Education Act – (1965) Great Society program which funds primary and 


secondary education for professional development, instructional materials, resources to support 

educational programs, and parental involvement promotion
Higher Education Act – (1965) Great Society law that increased federal money given to universities, 

created scholarships, gave low-interest loans for students, and created a National Teachers Corps
Voting Rights Act of 1965 – Great Society law that outlawed discriminatory voting practices that had 

been responsible for the widespread disenfranchisement of African Americans in particular 


literacy tests
Medicare/Medicaid – (1965) Great Society programs
· Medicare is a govt. program providing health insurance coverage to those aged 65 and over

· Medicaid is the largest source of funding for medical and health-related services for people 
      with limited income 
Immigration Act of 1965 – Great Society law that is chiefly responsible for the tremendous surge in 

immigration in the last third of the 20th century, and also greatly heightened the growing 

incidence of Latin Americans and Asians in the mix of arrivals to the US in the decades that 

followed
· under the Act, 170,000 immigrants from the Eastern Hemisphere are granted residency, with no more than 20,000 per country, and 120,000 immigrants from the Western Hemisphere, 
      with no “national limitations,” are also to be admitted

National Endowments for the Arts and Humanities – (1965) agency created by the Great Society which 


provides funding for artistic projects 
Wilderness Preservation Act – (1965) Great Society law that established the National Wilderness 

Preservation System and set forth criteria for designating lands for inclusion in this system

· wilderness must have the following characteristics: absence of significant human impact; 
      opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation; a size of at least 5,000 acres; and 
      outstanding ecological, geological, or scenic value
Water Quality Act – (1965) Great Society law that required states to issue water quality standards for 

interstate waters, and authorized the newly-created Federal Water Pollution Control 

Administration to set standards where states failed to do so
Omnibus Housing Act – (1965) Great Society law that was the most far-reaching federal housing law 

since the Housing Act (1949) as it provided $8,000,000,000 to build housing for poor and middle-

income families and established a rent-supplement program for them
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) – a cabinet level department created in 1965 by 


Pres. Johnson as part of the Great Society it was created to develop and execute policy on housing 

and cities
Unsafe at Any Speed – (1965) book by Ralph Nader that detailed resistance by car manufacturers to the 

introduction of safety features, like seat belts, and their general reluctance to spend money on 

improving safety – it was a pioneering work of consumer advocacy

- helped lead to the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act and the Highway Safety Act
National Organization of Women (NOW) – (1966) founded by Betty Friedan and others it is designed to 


push for equality for women in relation to men – pushed for the ERA to pass
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act – (1966) Great Society law that authorized the federal 

government to set and regulate standards for motor vehicles and highways, a mechanism 

necessary for effective prevention
Highway Safety Act – (1966) established a coordinated national highway safety program to reduce the 

death toll on the nation's roads by authorizing states to use federal funds to develop and 

strengthen their highway traffic safety programs in accordance with uniform standards set by the 

secretary of transportation
Truth in Packaging Act – (1966) Great Society law that launched a system to tell the buyer what is being 


purchased, how much it weighs, and who made it
Miranda v. Arizona – (1966) Supreme Court case that statements made in response to interrogation by a 

defendant in police custody will be admissible at trial only if the prosecution can show that the 

defendant was informed of the right to consult with an attorney before and during questioning and 

of the right against self-incrimination prior to questioning by police, and that the defendant not 

only understood these rights, but voluntarily waived them – known as the Miranda rights
Department of Transportation (DOT) – (1966) established as a cabinet level department by Pres. Johnson
Air Quality Act – (1967) Great Society law that amended the Clean Air Act of 1963 and was the first 

federal legislation regarding air pollution control, by setting some emission standards for 


stationary sources, and authorized research into techniques for monitoring and controlling air 

pollution
Loving v. Virginia – (1967) Supreme Court case that ending all race-based legal restrictions on marriage 
25th Amendment – (1967) deals with succession to the Presidency and establishes procedures both for 

filling a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, as well as responding to Presidential 

disabilities
MLK, Jr. Assassination – (1968) the assassination led immediately to race riots in many cities and in the 


long-term to a void in the leadership of the civil rights movement
Robert F. Kennedy – Attorney General under his brother, US Senator from New York, then Presidential 


candidate in 1968 who was assassinated after winning the Democratic primary in California

- he was known for his support of civil rights and his stance against the Vietnam War
1968 Democratic National Convention – capped a difficult year for the Democrats with Johnson stepping 


down, the Tet Offensive causing the war in Vietnam to go poorly, and the assassination of RFK
· gained media attention and notoriety because of the large number of demonstrators and the use of force by the Chicago police 
· made the Democrats look like a party of chaos and disorder

· VP Hubert H. Humphrey won the Democratic nomination for President (would lose to Nixon)
Tet Offensive – (1968) a military offensive by the communist Viet Cong rebels in South Vietnam that 


attacked over 100 cities 
· though militarily a success for the US it was broadcast on the TV news and made it appear 

      that the war was no where near over, leading to more opposition to the war
Vietnamization – as part of Nixon’s “peace with honor” plan it was to gradually reduced the number of 

U.S. military personnel in Vietnam and transfer combat roles to South Vietnamese troops, who 

still remained heavily dependent on American supplies and air support
Neil Armstrong – (1969) first man to set foot on the moon as part of the Apollo 11 mission
Warren Burger – Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 1969 to 1986, who was a conservative and 

considered a strict constructionist, yet under his tenure, the Supreme Court delivered a variety of 

transformative decisions on abortion, capital punishment, religious establishment, and school 

desegregation
Kent State Massacre – (1970) began with protests in this Ohio college after Nixon widened the Vietnam 


War into Cambodia and ended with the shooting of four students by members of the Ohio 


National Guard

- it resulted in more protests on school campuses and further split the nation over the war

Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) – (1970) a non-profit public broadcasting television service with 354 

member TV stations that is owned collectively by its member stations
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – (1970) a federal agency charged to regulate chemicals and 

protect human health by safeguarding the natural environment: air, water, and land 

· is chiefly responsible for US environmental policy
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) – agency of the Dept. of Labor created in 1970 


which is supposed to prevent work-related injuries, illnesses, and deaths by issuing and enforcing 

standards for workplace safety and health
26th Amendment – (1971) standardized the voting age to 18. It was adopted in response to student 

activism against the Vietnam War
Swann v. Charlotte Mecklenburg Board of Ed. – (1971) Supreme Court case that held that busing was an 

appropriate remedy for the problem of racial imbalance among schools, even where the 

imbalance resulted from the selection of students based on geographic proximity to the school 

rather than from deliberate assignment based on race
· “forced busing” was opposed violently in South Boston High as rioting caused it to be closed 

       for a day, and attendance at Boston high schools dropped dramatically
stagflation – an economic situation in which inflation and economic stagnation (a prolonged period of 


slow economic growth traditionally measured in terms of the GDP growth) occur simultaneously 

and remain unchecked for a period of time 

· it existed in the 1970s and 3 presidents (Nixon, Ford, Carter) couldn’t stop it
Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT) I – (1972) froze the number of strategic ballistic missile 

launchers at existing levels, and provided for the addition of new submarine-launched ballistic 

missile (SLBM) launchers only after the same number of older missiles had been dismantled
Committee to Re-elect the President (CREEP) – a fundraising organization of Pres. Richard Nixon's 


administration, which besides its re-election activities, employed money laundering and slush 

funds and was directly and actively involved in the Watergate scandal
Watergate – a political scandal during the presidency of Richard Nixon that resulted in the indictment and 

conviction of several of Nixon's closest advisors, and ultimately his resignation in 1974
· began with a break-in at the Democratic National Committee headquarters in 1972

· Nixon and his staff conspired to cover up the break-in

· The Supreme Court made Nixon turn over White House tapes which proved his guilt
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) – a proposed amendment to the Constitution which was intended to 

guarantee that equal rights under any federal, state or local law could not be denied on account of 
sex, but it failed to gain ratification before its deadline 
· it was approved by the Congress in 1972, but only 35 of the 38 states necessary to ratify had 


done so by the deadline in 1979 
Spiro Agnew – Vice-President under Pres. Nixon who was charged with extortion, tax fraud, bribery, and 

conspiracy, and was allowed to plead no contest to a single lesser charge if you resigned from the 


office of Vice-President, which he did in 1973 and was replaced by Gerald Ford
Roe v. Wade – (1973) Supreme Court case that ruled that most laws against abortion in the US violated a 

constitutional right to privacy under the Due Process Clause of the 14th Amendment

· the decision overturned all state and federal laws outlawing or restricting abortion that were 

inconsistent with its holdings
Paris Peace Accords – (1973)  intended to establish peace in Vietnam and an end to the Vietnam Conflict, 

it ended direct U.S. military involvement and temporarily stopped the fighting between north and 

south – though 2 years later the north invaded and conquered the south unifying the nation
War Powers Act – (1973) federal law that says the President can send U.S. armed forces into action abroad 

only by authorization of Congress or if the United States is already under attack or serious threat 

· it requires that the president notify Congress within 48 hours of committing armed forces to military action

· it forbids armed forces from remaining for more than 60 days without an authorization of the 
      use of military force or a declaration of war
Organization of Oil Exporting Countries (OPEC) – a cartel of twelve countries that pursues ways and 

means of ensuring the stabilization of prices in international oil markets with a view to 

eliminating harmful and unnecessary fluctuations 
· following the Yom Kippur War of 1973 its Arab members were furious at the emergency re-

supply effort that had enabled Israel to withstand Egyptian and Syrian forces, so they 


imposed the 1973 oil embargo against the United States and Western Europe

Woodward & Bernstein – Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward were reporters for the Washington Post 

who broke the story of the Watergate break-in which led to the resignation of Pres. Nixon
Gerald Ford – first person appointed to the vice-presidency under the terms of the 25th Amendment, and 

became President upon Richard Nixon's resignation in 1974
· his presidency was hurt by opposition to his pardoning Nixon and by the poor economy
Emergency Highway Energy Conservation Act – (1974) set the National Maximum Speed Law in the US 

that prohibited speed limits higher than 55 mph, which was intended to reduce gasoline 

consumption by 2.2% in response to the 1973 oil crisis 

· it saved some energy, but not that much as most motorists broke the new law and law enforcement of it wasn’t strong enough
· it was amended in 1987 to allow some speeds of 65 mph and repealed in 1995 giving the 

       power of setting speed limits to states
day-light savings time – the convention of advancing clocks so that afternoons have more daylight and 

mornings have less 
· adding daylight to afternoons benefits retailing, sports, and other activities that exploit sunlight after working hours, but causes problems for farming, evening entertainment and other occupations tied to the sun
· Studies done in the 1970s by the Dept. of Transportation show that we trim the entire 
       country's electricity usage by about one percent EACH DAY with Daylight Saving Time

Indian Self-Determination Act – (1975) made self-determination, rather than termination, the focus of 

govt. action, reversing a 30 year effort to sever treaty relationships with and obligations to tribes
· it established procedures by which tribes could negotiate contracts with the Bureau of Indian Affairs to administer their own education and social service programs

· provided direct grants to help tribes develop plans to assume responsibility for federal programs

Whip Inflation Now (WIN) – was an attempt to spur a grassroots movement to combat inflation, by 

encouraging personal savings and disciplined spending habits in combination with public 

measures, urged by U.S. President Gerald Ford
Apple II – (1977) was one of the first highly successful mass produced microcomputer products, 

manufactured by Apple Computer, and was among the first home computers on the market, and 

became one of the most recognizable and successful

· in terms of ease of use, features and expandability the Apple II was a major technological 
      advancement over its predecessor, the Apple I
Cable TV – a system of providing television to consumers via radio frequency signals transmitted to 

televisions through fixed optical fibers or coaxial cables as opposed to the over-the-air method 

used in traditional television broadcasting in which a television antenna is required

- began to be put into mass use in the late 1970s and early 1980s
Regents of the U. of California v. Bakke – (1978) Supreme Court case that bars quota systems in college 

admissions but affirms the constitutionality of affirmative action programs
Camp David Accords – (1977) were signed by Egyptian President Anwar El Sadat and Israeli Prime 

Minister Menachem Begin after 12 days of secret negotiations at Camp David with the help of 


Pres. Jimmy Carter. 
· the Accords led directly to the 1979 Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty and were seen as a breakthrough for peace in the Middle East
· lasting peace was not to happen and Sadat was assassinated shortly afterwards
Love Canal – (1978) a neighborhood in Niagara Falls, NY, which became the subject of environmental 

notoriety following the discovery of tons of toxic waste buried beneath it

· through the efforts of homeowners there they pressured Pres. Carter to declare a federal 

      health emergency and provided funds for them and for the cleanup of the area 
Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT) II – (1979) the first nuclear arms treaty which assumed real 

reductions in strategic forces to 2,250 of all categories of delivery vehicles on both sides and 


banned new missile programs
Three Mile Island Accident – (1979) a partial core meltdown in a pressurized water reactor of the Three 


Mile Island nuclear plant in Pennsylvania near Harrisburg
· most significant accident in the history of the American commercial nuclear power industry
 “malaise speech” – (1979) with the economy poor and an energy crisis Pres. Carter addressed the nation 


and issued a painfully honest speech that argued the nation was suffering a “crisis of confidence” 


and two days later he fired his entire cabinet in an attempt to start anew, but which looked like a 


leadership crisis, which cost Carter support
Iranian Hostage Crisis – (1979-1981) 52 U.S. diplomats were held hostage for 444 days after a group of 

Islamist students took over the American embassy in support of the Iranian revolution and to 

show opposition to the US for allowing the deposed Shah into its nation for medical treatment
· it was a great embarrassment to Pres. Carter who was unable to negotiate their release
Moral Majority – a political organization of the United States which had an agenda of evangelical 

Christian-oriented political lobbying. It was founded in 1979 and dissolved in the late 1980s

Department of Education (DOE) – (1980) was created by combining offices from several federal agencies 


in order to promote student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness by fostering 

educational excellence and ensuring equal access

Reaganomics – refers to the economic policies promoted by Pres. Reagan during the 1980s, which tried to 


reduce the growth of government spending while lowering taxes
· though this resulted in budgets that weren’t balanced and a growing deficit it did end the

       period of high inflation and unemployment (stagflation)
AIDS – first reported in the US in 1981 and spread throughout the 1980s
Yuppie – short for "young urban professional" it refers to a 1980s and early 1990s term for financially 

secure, upper-middle class young people in their 20s and early 30s
Christian Coalition – organization founded by Rev. Pat Robertson, who served as the organization's 

president, that began as a voter mobilization effort for conservative Christians interested in 


politics, which grew until it wielded great power within the Republican Party 
Farm Aid – started as a benefit concert for family farmers, now an organization for the same purpose

- started by Willie Nelson, John Mellencamp, and Neil Young
Immigration Reform and Control Act – (1986) made it illegal to knowingly hire or recruit illegal 

immigrants and required employers to attest to their employees' immigration status, and granted 

amnesty to certain illegal immigrants who entered the US before 1982 and continuously lived here
Iran-Contra Affair – (1986) illegal sale of weapons to Iran to illegally send money to Contras in Nicaragua

- though no direct connection to Pres. Reagan has been found, it was an embarrassment
“peace dividend” – political slogan popularized by Pres. George H.W. Bush in the early 1990s describing 

the economic benefit of a decrease in defense spending (used at the end of the Cold War)
Operation Desert Storm – (1992) UN action against Iraq for invading Kuwait in oil region of Middle East 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) – (1994) trade bloc between US, Canada, and Mexico 

- provides a benefit to businesses in each nation, and workers in Mexico, but may hurt US workers
Contract with America – the Republicans promised if elected to a majority in Congress in the 1994 


election to cut spending and taxes (they won the majority and held it until 2006)
Welfare Reform Act – (1996) changes how governmental financial assistance is administered including: 

setting time limits on cash assistance to welfare recipients; requires them to engage in job activities
