FORMATION OF A NEW REPUBLIC (THEME #4)
1619 – Virginia’s House of Burgesses – 1st colonial assembly



- future colonial assemblies to be bicameral legislatures
1620 – Mayflower Compact – set up democratic participation in Plymouth colony

1754 – Albany Plan of Union – leaders from most of the colonies met first time to discuss 



military defense and Native American affairs (didn’t lead to permanent unity)
1765 – Stamp Act Congress – reps. of 9 colonies met to coordinate protests of the Stamp Act

1774 – First Continental Congress – met in response to the Intolerable Acts; told colonies to train militias

1775 – Second Continental Congress – issued the Olive Branch Petition; organized the Continental Army 



under George Washington; declared independence
1776 – Declaration of Independence – written by Thomas Jefferson, used ideas of Enlightenment thinkers 



like John Locke to argue that natural rights such as life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness 



should be protected by govt., and if not do so it is the right of the people to overthrow it
1777 – Articles of Confederation – national govt. that consisted of a single chamber Congress 

· each state one vote made representation unfair for larger states

· didn’t have the power to tax, or regulate 

· no executive or judicial branches

1785 – Land Ordinance – divided land in Northwest Territory for sale; 

- divided it into plots of land within 6 mile by 6 mile townships

1787 – Northwest Ordinance – Congress took control of the Northwest Territory (OH, MI, IL, IN, WI);


banned slavery there; and set rules for admitting new states (equal to the old ones)
1786-1787 – Shay’s Rebellion – during hard economic times Daniel Shay’s led 2000 western Mass. 



farmers in an uprising to stop courts from handling foreclosures on farms
· rebellion was put down quickly

· led to argument that mobocracy growing and that a strong central govt. was needed

1787 – Annapolis Convention – originally to be a conference about interstate trade



-     called for another convention of delegates from states to amend the Articles of Confed.

1787 – Philadelphia Convention – 55 delegates from every state except Rhode Island met to amend 

the Articles, but quickly decided to start over to design a new govt.
· New Jersey Plan – one house Congress with one vote per state (like Articles)

· Virginia Plan – strong central govt., with representation based on population (2 houses)

· Great Compromise – agreement to combine the New Jersey and Virginia Plans

· 2 houses (Senate – 2 votes per state; House of Reps. – based on pop.)
· 3/5 Compromise – slaves count as 3/5 when determining pop. for rep. in the House

· Checks and balances between 3 branches (jud., exec., and leg.)

· Amendment Process – 2/3 of both houses & 3/4 of states
1789 – Battle over Ratification of the Constitution

· The Federalist papers– essays published in newspapers written by John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, and James Madison articulating the argument for a stronger central govt., that made new argument that a large republic best protected the rights of a minority
· helped get public opinion behind the ratification of the Constitution 

· when 9 of 13 states ratified the Constitution it when into effect 

· but large important states New York and Virginia had not ratified it yet
· promises of the addition of the Bill of Rights led to NY and VA to ratify it 

· North Carolina and then Rhode Island followed to make it all 13 states
1789 – Washington elected President—sets precedents for future presidents

giving formality to the position to impress foreign leaders while maintaining a neutral 
position on issues and seeking advice from advisors (Cabinet) – Sec. of State, Sec. of 
Treasury, Sec. of War, Attorney General
1790 – Alexander Hamilton’s Report on Public Credit –Hamilton’s plan to help end the public debt
· sold govt. bonds and sell federal lands in the west to raise money

· collect customs on imports and an excise tax on whiskey

· pay off states’ Rev. War debts (southern states had paid theirs off, so to get them to agree 
       to this plan the U.S. capitol to current site located in the south)
Formation of 2 Party System (see Theme #5)

· Federalists were the supporters of Hamilton

· Democratic-Republicans were the supporters of Jefferson (who opposed Hamilton’s plan)

1790-1791 – National Bank controversy (Bank of the U.S.) – Hamilton presented a plan to create this 

bank as a place for govt. to deposit tax money collected, get low interest loans, issue paper 

currency, oversee state banks and provide them with credit



Constitutional debate over the bank:

· strict construction (or interpretation) – follow Constitution word for word (no bank)

· loose construction – use Elastic Clause of Const. to allow for expanded meaning of Const.
1793 – Chisholm v. Georgia – Supreme Court ruled that a state could be sued in federal courts by 



non-residents of that state (overruled by 11th Amendment)
1793 – French Republic began - U.S. forced to choose whether to get involved (Wash. chose neutrality)

1794 – Whiskey Rebellion – western Pa. farmers attacked tax collectors, chased govt. supporters from 



the region as they were upset about the excise tax on whiskey
· Washington sent troops led by Hamilton to put down the rebellion, which they did

· this is in sharp contrast to Shay’s Rebellion where the federal govt. did not act 

· shows strength of new govt. under the Constitution

Election of 1796 – Won by Federalist Adams (Dem.-Rep. Jefferson finished 2nd so Vice-Pres.)
· Wash.’s Farewell Address – (1) party politics divisive & (2) stay out of wars of Europe

1798 – 11th Amendment – private citizens could no longer use federal courts to sue another state’s 



govt. in civil cases (1st of only a few times that a S.Ct. decision was overruled by amend.)

1798 – Alien and Sedition Acts – Federalists insisted war with France was imminent so they passed 



these national security measures 
· Alien Acts – “dangerous” foreigners could be expelled; residency for citizenship from 5 to 14 yrs. (Dem.-Reps. drew support from immigrants, Federalists could delay this effect)
· Sedition Acts – forbid criticism of the govt. (Dem.-Reps. saw them as attempt to silence 

criticism against Federalists in an election year)

1798 – Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions – in response to the Alien & Sedition Acts they declared states 


had not surrendered the right to judge the constitutionality of federal laws (interposition) and 



reserved right to nullify laws they deemed unconstitutional (nullification)
1799 – Fries Rebellion – Penn. German farmers freed prisoners who hadn’t paid their property taxes


· rebellion was quickly put down by federal govt. (again showing strength of central govt.)

Election of 1800 – won by Democratic-Republican Jefferson

· tie between Jefferson and Aaron Burr (both Dem.-Rep.) due to the running of 2 candidates from each party with the hopes of gaining both the presidency and the vice-presidency

· resolved in House of Reps. when Hamilton (Federalist) pushed for a Jefferson victory 
· showed peaceful transfer of power in a 2 party system democracy

· 12th Amendment – passed in 1804 separated balloting for President and Vice President
1803 – Marbury v. Madison – Supreme Court case which established the principle of judicial review 



where Supreme Court could declare laws passed by Congress unconstitutional
