END OF THE COLD WAR – KENNEDY THRU FALL OF USSR (Theme #29)
U2 Incident – (1960) when an American U-2 spy plane was shot down over the Soviet Union, the 

U.S. denied the plane's purpose and mission, but was forced to admit its role as a covert 

surveillance aircraft when the Soviet government produced its remains (largely intact) 

and surviving pilot, Francis Gary Powers. 


-      it took place two weeks before the scheduled opening of an East-West summit in Paris

-      Pres. Eisenhower refused to apologize for the incident


-      the incident was a great embarrassment to the U.S. and prompted a marked deterioration 

        in its relations with the Soviet Union
Bay of Pigs Invasion – (1961) an unsuccessful attempt by a U.S.-trained force of Cuban exiles to invade  

Cuba with support from U.S. government armed forces to overthrow the Cuban government of 

Fidel Castro, which was very embarrassing to the Kennedy administration
Yuri Gagarin – (1961) Soviet cosmonaut who was the 1st human in outer space and 1st to orbit the Earth
Berlin Wall – (1961) wall built by the Soviet Union separating democratic West Berlin from communist 


East Germany which was to prevent the “brain drain” from continuing
· brain drain refers to the exodus of hundreds of thousands of East Germans to West Berlin, 

       especially scientists, engineers, teachers, and other professionals

Cuban Missile Crisis – (1962) U2 spy planes discovered that nuclear weapons launch sites were being 


built in Cuba, which resulted in a 2 week stand-off between the super powers over whether the 
weapons could be there
· U.S. put a quarantine (blockade) around Cuba to prevent the missiles from arriving in Cuba

· USSR backed down and agreed to remove the missiles

· it was a political victory for Kennedy

· this was the closest the world ever was to nuclear war

hot line – a system that allows direct communication between the leaders of the U.S. and the Soviet Union 


which was installed after the Cuban Missile Crisis to help avoid similar future conflicts
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty – (1963) agreement between the US and USSR which banned nuclear tests in 


the atmosphere, underwater and in space
Assassination of JFK – (1963) conspiracy theorists sometimes point to Kennedy’s potential decision to 


remove U.S. support from Vietnam as the reason why members of the military and industry who 


gain from war may have had him killed
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution – (1964) in direct response to a reported minor naval engagement Congress 


gave U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson authorization, without a formal declaration of war by 

Congress, for the use of military force in Southeast Asia 
· the Johnson administration subsequently cited the resolution as legal support for its rapid 
      escalation of U.S. military involvement in the Vietnam conflict
Prague Spring – (1968) a period of political liberalization in Czechoslovakia during the era of its 

domination by the Soviet Union after World War II, when reformist Slovak Alexander Dubček 


came to power and decentralized control of industry and reduced restrictions on the media, travel, 


and speech


-     the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact allies invaded the country to halt the reforms.
Apollo 11 – (1969) the first manned mission to the surface of the moon in which Neil Armstrong became 


the first man to set foot on the moon
· proved correct Kennedy’s statement that the U.S. would put a man on the moon by the end of 

      the decade and reasserted U.S. superiority in the space race 

Nixon Doctrine – (1969) foreign policy that stated that the US henceforth expected its allies to take care 

of their own military defense, and argued for the pursuit of peace through a partnership with 

American allies (reaction to US support of South Vietnam which couldn’t defend itself)
Invasion of Cambodia – (1969) widening of the war in Vietnam to the neighboring nation that North 


Vietnam used to launch attacks from and to supply the Viet Cong rebels in the south (using the 


Ho Chi Minh Trail), which resulted in protests on college campuses in the U.S. against the war
Nixon’s Visit to China – (1972) an important step in formally normalizing relations between the US and 

the People's Republic of China, which marked the first time a U.S. president had visited the PRC, 

who at that time considered the U.S. one of its staunchest foes

- China and the USSR had split and Nixon hoped to take advantage of that split through the visit
Nixon’s Visit to Moscow – (1972) he the first U.S. president to visit the USSR when 

· he met with Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, and they talked about arms limitation and avoidance of military confrontation. 
· one of the main purposes of the meeting was to confirm and build the relationship between 
      the U.S. and the USSR in international politics
Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT) I – (concluded in 1972) the agreement froze the number of 

strategic ballistic missile launchers at existing levels, and provided for the addition of new 

submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) launchers only after the same number of older 

intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) and SLBM launchers had been dismantled
dètente – a French term, meaning a relaxing or easing; which has been used in international politics since 


the early 1970s and has been applied to the general reduction in the tension between the Soviet 

Union and the United States and a thawing of the Cold War, occurring from the late 1960s until 

the start of the 1980s (examples are Nixon’s visit to Moscow and SALT I)
Henry Kissinger – National Security Advisor and later Secretary of State for Pres. Nixon, he orchestrated 


the U.S. efforts related to dètente and negotiated a settlement to the Vietnam War 
“peace is at hand” –  Kissinger held a press conference in Washington during which he announced that 

"peace is at hand” after a breakthrough in negotiations with the North Vietnamese

· the war was not over for another few months, but progress had been made
· many saw it as a political move as it was announced just prior to the 1972 presidential 

      election which Nixon won easily
Paris Peace Accords – (1973) intended to establish peace in Vietnam and an end to the war, it ended 

direct U.S. military involvement and temporarily stopped the fighting between north and south

North Vietnam invaded and defeated South Vietnam – (1975) this unified the nation under communism

- Pres. Ford unsuccessfully urged Congress to intervene to save South Vietnam
Helsinki Accords – (1975) 35 nations signed the declaration (the USA, Canada, and all major European 


nations, which was an attempt to improve the relations between the Communist bloc and the West
· Soviet Union saw it as a victory as it assured the inviolability of national borders and respect for territorial integrity, which were seen to consolidate the USSR's territorial gains in Eastern Europe
· Western powers saw it as a victory as it secured a respect for human rights and fundamental 
      freedoms, including the freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief

SALT II – (concluded in 1979) it was the first nuclear arms treaty which assumed real reductions in 

strategic forces to 2,250 of all categories of delivery vehicles on both sides
· key agreements in the treaty were negotiated by Joe Biden of the Senate Foreign Relations 

      Committee

6 Months after SALT II was signed the USSR invaded Afghanistan – SALT II was never passed by the 


Senate because of this, but the terms of the agreement were still followed for years
Sandinistas – (1979) a socialist revolutionary force that overthrew a dictator in Nicaragua who had 


enjoyed U.S. support until Pres. Carter withdrew it
· it ran elections it claimed were democratic

· U.S.-backed Contras fought with them during their 11 years in power

Iranian Hostage Crisis – (1979) after the overthrow of Iran's monarchy under Shah Mohammad Reza 

Pahlavi (who was backed by the U.S.) and its replacement with an Islamic republic under 


Ayatollah Khomeini, the leader of the revolution a group of Islamist students took over the 

American embassy in anger over the U.S. admitting the Shah into the U.S. for medical treatment

· 52 U.S. diplomats were held hostage for 444 days from November, 1979 to January, 1981 
· Crisis ended when Pres. Reagan was inaugurated
“Miracle on Ice” – (1980) with U.S. suffering from the embarrassment of the Iranian Hostage Crisis and 


upset with the USSR over its invasion of Afghanistan, its hockey team made up of college all-


stars beat the USSR and then won the gold medal in one of the greatest upsets in sports history

- win provided a great boost to U.S. optimism and confidence at a time it needed it

Moscow Olympics – (1980) Pres. Carter declared the U.S. would boycott these Olympics if the Soviet 


Union didn’t withdraw from Afghanistan by Feb. 1980, which it didn’t 

- 62 nations that were invited did not attend these Olympics

Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) – (1983) a proposal by Pres. Reagan to use ground and space-based 

systems to protect the U.S. from attack by strategic nuclear ballistic missiles 

· nicknamed “Star Wars” Program after the fantasy futuristic movie that came out then

· though it was not completed at the time it paved the way to defense systems employed today
· it did greatly concern the USSR which increased its military spending, which helped 

      contribute to the economic collapse of that nation that soon followed
Los Angeles Olympics – (1984) in a direct response to the U.S.-led boycott of the Moscow Olympics, 


communist nations boycotted the Summer Olympics in Los Angeles
Iran-Contra Affair – (1986) a political scandal in the U.S. which came to light during the Reagan 

administration, over an arms-for-hostages deal with Iran and funding for the Nicaraguan Contras 


with both elements of the deal illegal at the time
· documents relating to the deal were destroyed making it look like a cover-up took place

· Pres. Reagan has not been proven to be aware of the deal prior to its being carried out, but 

      many believed he did know and his approval ratings dropped
Inter-Mediate Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty) – (1987) treaty between the US and USSR that 


eliminated nuclear and conventional ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with 

intermediate ranges, defined as between 500-5,500 km (300-3,400 miles). 

· by the treaty's deadline in 1991, a total of 2,692 of such weapons had been destroyed, 846 by 
      the U.S. and 1,846 by the Soviet Union
Mikhail Gorbachev – (came to complete power in 1988) he was the last head of state of the communist 

Soviet Union and his attempts at reform as well as summit conferences with US Pres. Reagan
 
contributed to the end of the Cold War, ended the political supremacy of the Communist Party of 


the Soviet Union, and led to the dissolution of the Soviet Union
Gorbachev Reforms which are seen as causes for the collapse of the Soviet Union:


perestroika – political and economic reforms with a literal meaning of "restructuring", referring to 


the restructuring of the Soviet economy with less government control over trade, 



production, and prices, and allowed some private businesses to exist

glasnost – means “openness” and refers to the policy of allowing some freedom of speech and 



allowing more information about the government to be shared so open discussions about 



how the government worked could be had
Lech Walesa – a Polish politician and a former trade union and human rights activist who co-founded 


Solidarity, the Soviet bloc's first independent trade union

· Solidarity led strikes that spread into general strikes throughout Poland

· The govt. gradually was forced to grant concessions until finally free elections were held in 1989

· later he won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983, and served as President of Poland from 1990 to 
      1995
Tiananmen Square – (1989) a series of demonstrations in and near Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China 


led mainly by students and intellectuals which were sparked by the death of pro-market and 


pro-democracy official
· protesters were generally against the government's authoritarianism and voiced calls for economic change and democratic reform within the structure of the government
· the govt.’s military response to the protesters left many civilians dead or injured
· following the violence, the govt. conducted widespread arrests, cracked down on other 
      protests around China, and restricted press coverage (both Chinese and foreign)
Soviet Troops Withdraw from Afghanistan (1989)
Fall of the Berlin Wall – (1989) the Berlin Wall had been the symbol of the Iron Curtain and communist 


oppression in Eastern Europe for decades
· as border restrictions were eased by Hungary and then Czechoslovakia pressure was put on the East German govt. as well

· mass demonstrations led to the resignation of the hard-line East German leader 

· the new leadership finally submitted and opened the crossing points in the wall and the whole thing was torn down

· it is the most symbolic event of the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe and the USSR

· communist govts. in Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and Romania all fall in 1989

· East Germany and West Germany reunited in 1990

August Coup – (1991) an attempt by a group of hard-liner communist members of the Soviet Union's 


govt. to take control of the country from Soviet president Gorbachev as they felt that Gorbachev's 

reform program had gone too far and that a new union treaty that he had negotiated dispersed too 

much of the central government's power to the republics
· Although the coup collapsed in only three days and Gorbachev returned to government, the event destabilized the Soviet Union and is widely considered to have helped in bringing about 
       both the demise of the Communist Party and the collapse of the Soviet Union

Boris Yeltsin – as President of the Russian Republic in the USSR, he won international plaudits for 

casting himself as a democrat and defying the August coup attempt of 1991 by the members of 

Soviet government opposed to perestroika
· he later banned the communist party in the Russian Republic

· he met with leaders from the Ukraine and Belarus and declared the dissolution of the USSR
· these leaders announced the creation of a voluntary Commonwealth of Independent States made up of former republics of the USSR
· he won election as the 1st President of the new independent nation of Russia in 1991
· Warsaw Pact also ends in 1991

· END OF THE SOVIET UNION = END OF THE COLD WAR!
