A.P. U.S. History

Organized Labor during Industrial Era
Labor Union: National Labor Union

Founder/Leader: William Sylvis

When Founded:1866

Basis for Membership:
allowed all workers
-allowed women




-black workers had a separate branch

Improvements Fought for: 


-8 hour work day



-end to convict labor

-creation of a Federal department of Labor

-currency and banking reform


-restrictions on immigration

Ended in 1869 (Sylvis died)
Labor Union: Knights of Labor

Founder/Leader:Uriah Stephens later Terance Powderly

When Founded:1869

Basis for Membership:


-all wage earners or former wage earners


-welcomed women


Improvements Fought for: 

-equal pay for women

-end to child labor


-end to convict labor


-cooperative employee/employer ownership of factories


-graduated income tax (no income tax currently existed)


-restrictions on immigration 

Ended after the Haymarket Riot

Labor Union: American Federation of Labor

Founder/Leader: Samuel Gompers

When Founded:1886

Basis for Membership:


-craft unions only (skilled workers)


-women and minorities not recruited


Improvements Fought for: 


-higher wages


-reduction of hours


-employer liability for work accidents


-

Strike:B&O Railroad

When Strike took Place:1877

Issue Causing Strike:


-wage reduction for B&O RR led to Railroad workers strike nationwide

Result of Strike:

-President Hayes sent in troops after the strike turned violent (100 people died)

-Employers capitalized on anti-union, anti-violence sentiment and required workers to sign “yellow  dog” contracts promising not to strike or join a union.
Strike:Wabash Railroad

When Strike took Place:1885

Issue Causing Strike:

-Jay Gould tried to get rid of the Knights of Labor and tried to fire all active Union members

-Powderly instructed all knights to walk off the job which crippled the Wabash Railroad

Result of Strike:

-Gould met with Powderly and canceled his campaign against the Knights

-membership in the Knights  soared
-Knights turned to political action to capitalize on success

-gained passage of state laws banning convict labor

-gained passage of federal laws against the importation of foreign contract labor
Strike:McCormick Harvester

When Strike took Place:1886

Issue Causing Strike:

-8 hour workday campaign led to workers walking off their jobs

Bomb thrown & 7 police killed 

- then riot with both sides firing

-3 days later police shot and killed 4 strikers at Hay Market Square


Result of Strike:
- 8 anarchists found guilty of conspiracy to murder , although the evidence was flimsy - sentenced to death

-Hysterical atmosphere 

 anti union

 - Knights of Labor hurt since the most prominent union collapsed

-Cities increased police forces, states built national guard armories
Strike:Idaho Miners Strike

When Strike took Place:1892

Issue Causing Strike:

-owners cut wages

-miners blew up a mill and captured guards


Result of Strike:

-Idaho National Guard rounded up strikers and ended the strike
-crippled the Union
Strike: Homestead Strike

When Strike took Place:1892

Issue Causing Strike:

-to defray costs Union wages were cut and workers were locked out from work

-workers fired on Pinkerton Agents after they stormed the Mill


Result of Strike:

-Pa Governor sent in National Guard and the Union was crushed

Strike: Pullman Strike

When Strike took Place:  1894

Issue Causing Strike:

-factory town South of Chicago had been constructed for the workers, the Depression of 1893 hit and Pullman slashed wages w/o reducing rents in factory town.

-American Railway Union led by Eugene V. Debs refused to handle trains with Pullman Cars, crippling national transportation

- Railroad Managers Association - adds mail cars & Pullman cars to all trains


Result of Strike:

- Gov. Altgeld refuses to send in state troops

 - Pres. Cleveland sends in fed troops to guard the mail trains 

-Riots break out

-Debs arrested

-Debs Court Case


-upheld Debs conviction and legal injunctions against strikes
