U.S. Relations with Middle East (Theme #40)
Balfour Declaration (1917) – Great Britain took control of Palestine during WWI (from 

the soon to be defeated Ottoman Empire based in Turkey)


- declared support for a Jewish homeland in Palestine

Holocaust – begins in Germany in 1933 after Adolf Hitler becomes chancellor


- Nuremburg Laws denied Jews rights in Germany (1935)


- Kristalnacht (1938)


- German Jews left Germany and other parts of Europe by the thousands



- many came to the U.S., many went to Palestine



- Jewish physicists Enrico Fermi and Albert Einstein came to U.S.


- U.S. policy did not change to allow more Jews from Germany to come to U.S.



- steamboat St Louis with 900 Jews aboard was not allowed to port in 

Florida, and eventually went back to Europe where most died
WWII – Britain w/ “Lawrence of Arabia” fight to gain control of Middle East to prevent 

Nazis from getting oil from the region

U.N. helps create new nation of Israel as homeland for Jews (by taking half of Palestine)


- U.S. officially recognizes Israel in 1948 

- Arab-Israeli War (1948) – Muslim neighbor nations team up against Israel, but 

Israel wins with aid from U.S. and western nations and takes even more 

Territory from the Palestinians

Cold War effects relations 


- U.S. put King Hussein of Jordan on its CIA payroll

- “Operation Ajax” – U.S. helps overthrow a govt. in Iran which nationalized oil 

fields as U.S. wanted to keep Iranian oil away from USSR; pro-U.S. Shah 

Reza Pahlavi put in power


- Suez Crisis (1956) – Gamal Abdel Nasser comes to power in Egypt in 1954


- U.S. negotiates to finance the Aswan Dam to aid good relations w/Egypt



- Nasser purchases weapons from Czechoslovakia (communist nation)



- Nasser nationalizes the Suez Canal owned by Britain



- Britain and France that rely on the canal threatened Egypt, USSR vows to aid 
Egypt in such a war; to avoid war and avoid Egypt and other Middle 
Eastern nations to turn to Soviets Eisenhower gets allies to leave Egypt



- crisis increases anti-western sentiments in the region



- U.S. becomes protector of western interests in region (replacing Britain)


- 1956 Sinai War – Israel takes Gaza Strip and Sinai peninsula from Egypt, which 

along with Jordan and Syria were threatening Israel (U.S. aids Israel 

again), and Israel agrees to gradually withdraw from Sinai

- U.S. sends marines to Lebanon (1958) to end a Muslim revolt against the 

Christian pro-U.S. govt. there 

Six Day War (1967) – another war against Egypt, Jordan, and Syria

- Israel attacked when these nations built up forces near its border and made 


terrorist attacks across the border (again with U.S. aid)

- Israel took more land (all of Palestine and the whole Sinai peninsula)

- militant Palestinian Liberation Organization formed to oppose Israel led by Yassir Arafat
Yom Kippur War (1973) – attack by Egypt and Syria on the holiest of Jewish holidays


- Israel repulses the attack and takes back land (U.S. gives direct military aid)

OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Nations) mostly Arab nations cut oil sales 

to the U.S. in retaliation for U.S. aid to Israel – caused U.S. gas prices to go up

“Shuttle Diplomacy” – sends U.S. Sec. of State Henry Kissinger (an Jewish emigrant 

from Germany in the 1930’s) to Middle Eastern capitols to thwart Soviet 

influence in the region, to settle oil crisis, and to negotiate cease fires with Israel
Camp David Accords (1977) – Menachim Begin of Israel and Anwar Sadat of Egypt met 

at Camp David in the U.S. with Pres. Carter to create peace between the nations

- greater autonomy given to Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza Strip regions

- Israel withdrew from the Sinai peninsula

- state of war between two nations ended

- Israel allowed to use the Suez Canal

Iran – U.S.-backed Shah, was overthrown by Muslim Shiites led by Ayatollah Khomeini

- Khomeini’s rule led to strict Muslim laws, and hatred of U.S.

- Iran Hostage Crisis – when U.S. allowed the ailing and exiled Shah into U.S. for medical 


treatment the U.S. embassy in Tehran was overrun and over 50 hostages were taken

- the hostages were kept for 444 days, and not released until Reagan inaugurated


- OPEC raised gas prices causing another economic crisis which along with the hostage 


crisis ruined Carter’s presidency


- Reagan also aided Iraq and Saddam Hussein in its war against Muslim 

fundamentalists in Iran (1980-8) – Iran-Iraq War
- Iran-Contra affair (1985) – Reagan secretly gave military aid to Iran in exchange for the 

release of hostages in the region, and then used the money to secretly aid the Contras 

who fought the Cuban-backed communist Sandanistas in Nicaragua 

- both actions were illegal
Lebanon (1982) – U.S. sends peacekeepers there after Israel invades Lebanon to get at 

terrorist P.L.O. groups there
- 1983 a Shiite Muslim suicide bombs a Marine barracks near Beirut killing 239 and U.S. 

withdraws shortly thereafter
- Hezbollah – paramilitary organization in Lebanon with funding from Shi’a (or Shiite) Muslims 

and from Iran which is still on the U.S. top list of terrorist organizations
Bombing of Libya (1985) – military sites in Libya hit in response to Libyan dictator, 

Muammar el-Qadaffi’s support for terrorist attacks
Intifada or Palestinian uprising (1987) – was against Israel’s military occupation of the West 

Bank and Gaza (continued conflict there went on into 1990’s)

- Hamas – a Palestinian Sunni Islamist militant organization and political party that currently 
holds a majority of seats in the legislative council of the Palestinian Authority

Operation Desert Storm (1991) – U.N. troops led by U.S. kick Saddam Hussein’s forces out of 

Kuwait, and threaten to take over Iraq before cease fire rules were imposed
Oslo Accords (1993) – Israelis and Palestinians met in Norway to negotiate timetable for peace 


- agreement signed a year later in U.S. presided by Clinton


- created the Palestinian Authority which is to have control over both security-related and civilian 


issues in Palestinian urban areas in the West Bank and Gaza Strip

- deal falls apart as Israeli leader Yitzhak Rabin (who signed the accords) is assassinated in 1995
Terrorist bombing of the U.S.S. Cole (2000) near Yemen by the Red Sea
9-11—terrorist attack on U.S.

Invasion of Afghanistan (2001) – to go after the Al Qaida terrorist organization stationed there (and 

its leader Osama bin Laden) and the Taliban extremist Muslim govt. that supported them
War in Iraq (2003) – to go after Saddam Hussein who repeatedly breaks 1991 cease fire rules 

and who supposedly is stock-piling weapons of mass destruction, and supposedly aiding Al 

Qaida (though neither has been fully proven)
