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1. When Americans thought of the west in the early decades of the 19th century, what 

area of land were they referring to, and what did they think of this land?

2.  Why was the Far West (California, Oregon) settled before the Great Plains?
3. What treaties help determine the borders of the west for the United States?

4. What kind of trade was conducted on the far west coast?  What kind of trade was 


conducted between the Mississippi River and the far west coast?

5. What brought American settlement to Texas?

6. For what reasons did American Texans rebel against Mexico?  How successful was the 


rebellion?

7.  What were the difficulties of traveling the overland trails to the Pacific?
8. What brought American settlement to California and Oregon?

9. What was the Whig plan for the United States with William Henry Harrison’s victory in 1840?

10. How did Tyler alienate the Whig Party?

11. What territorial issue did the Webster-Ashburton Treaty resolve?

12. What was Tyler’s position on the annexation of Texas?

13. Describe the candidates, parties, and issues of the election of 1844.

14. What role did Irish immigrants play in the Democratic victory of 1844?

15. Who was John L. O’Sullivan?

16. What were the pro-expansionist, Democratic arguments for manifest destiny?

17. What were Polk’s expansionist campaign promises?

18. How did Polk gain Oregon for the United States?

19. What events lead to the Mexican-American War? Who was most responsible for the conflict?

20. What role did politics play in Polk’s military decisions during the Mexican-American War?

21. What were the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo?

22. Why did Southerners defeat the Wilmot Proviso?

23. Describe the candidates, issues and results of the election of 1848?

24. What were the short and long term effects of the California’s Gold Rush?

