Advanced Placement United States History
Mr. Vogt’s Course Syllabus
Course Objectives:

This class is designed to provide committed, focused, and motivated high school students with the experience of mastering university level material in United States History.  The committed student will read and analyze historical writing, reflect upon historical evidence, participate in discussion and write about central themes and ideas in America’s past.  The course of study centers in the political, social, cultural, and diplomatic history of America from colonization into the 1980’s.  Important student objectives include:

· To relate the past to the present, to develop historical thinking and to recognize the interconnectedness of the past to the future.

· To foster an awareness of the individual’s responsibility as a citizen.

· To develop powerful study skills, to engage in a considerable amount of outside reading, and to practice and consistently use higher order thinking skills, notable evaluation, analysis, and synthesis.

· To understand in greater awareness the diversity inherent in the American story, and to gain an appreciation for contributions from groups and individuals other than those in the majority.

· To prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam in American History administered by the College Board on typically on a Friday morning in early May
Major Themes:

Each unit in this course will address most or all of the following major themes to provide continuity from one historical period to another and to reveal the complexity of American life.

· the growth of participatory government

· the role of women

· dissent and dissenters in American life

· land use and the significance of the environment

· the role of ethnic and minority groups

· work and the role of labor and industry

· U.S. involvement in world affairs

Instructor Consultation:

PLEASE see me if you need extra help or guidance in any phase of this course. Generally, I am in my classroom from 7:00-7:25 before school, and can stay late most days.  Check with me or on my school webpage for when my prep periods are if you want to see me for help.  Please set up a time to meet, so that we can make sure that we have enough time to address the concerns.
Grades:

A.P. classes are weighted on a 5.0 scale.  A grade of an A will receive a 5.0, and a grade of a B will receive a 4.0 and so on.  Hopefully this is not an issue but an F does not receive a 1.0.  Nearly 50% of all students taking this class in the last few years received a B (4.0) or higher.  That means more than half received less than a 4.0.  Students will have to work hard and keep up with their readings, essays, and notes to do well.  Assignments, tests, and essays will count for 30% each of each quarter grade, with the final 10% of the grade being an attitude/effort grade.
Units of Study:

Unit 1: Conquest and Colonization: From Pre-Columbian America to 1754

Chapter Readings: 1-4
Unit 2: Creating a New Republic: Revolution and the Growth of Democracy, 1754-1824

Chapter Readings: 5-8
Unit 3: Industry, Slavery, and Pioneers: The Nation Expands, 1824-1850

Chapter Readings: 9-13
Unit 4: Disunion, Ordeal by Fire, and Reconstruction: 1850-1877

Chapter Readings: 14-16
Unit 5: Poverty, Immigration, and Labor: US Struggles with Industrialization, 1865-1920

Chapter Readings: 17-22
Unit 6: America in Prosperity, Depression and War: 1920-1945

Chapter Readings: 23-25
Unit 7: Fear, Prosperity, and Revolution: America in the Cold War, 1945-1973

Chapter Readings: 26-29
Unit 8: Watergate to Present: A Global Giant Faces the Limits of Power, 1973-Present

Chapter Readings: 30-32

Advanced Placement Examination:

Students in this course are strongly encouraged to take the Advanced Placement Exam in United States History in May.  Although this exam is not a required as part of the course, students should consider applying what they have learned against a national standard while experiencing a challenging, well-written and fair examination.  There is a charge for the exam, generally about $89, paid to the College Board that administers it.  However, scoring high enough on the exam could save students hundreds if not thousands of dollars in college tuition later.  This class will provide training and experience to assist in mastering all parts of the exam.
The exam is 3 hours and 5 minutes long, and is given on a Friday morning in May here at Waterford High School.  It is composed of two equally weighted sections: a 55 minute and 80 question multiple choice section, followed by a 130 minute free-response or essay section.  In the free response section students will need to write 3 essays.  The first essay will be a Document Based Question (DBQ).  Students will be given a question and several documents related to the question, and will have 15 minutes to read them and begin outlining an answer.  Then they will have 30 minutes to write the essay.  The last two essays are without documents.  For each there will be a choice of two essay questions that students can choose from.  The first set generally is from Reconstruction and before.  The second set is from after.  
The exam is given a grade from 0-5, with 5 being the highest score.  Most colleges and universities grant college credit for a score of 3 or higher.  Should a student take the exam and not receive college credit, it is important to remember that this course still serves the important function of preparing students mentally for college.  It does so by emphasizing study skills, time-management, and essay writing skills.  Committing oneself to earning a competent score on the AP exam is a goal worth working toward from the beginning of the course.
