Civil Rights – Hispanics (Theme #39)
El Camino Real (1680s-1800s) – road in California with stops at missions, presidios, and 


pueblos that were each a day’s ride away from each other that extended from San 


Diego to San Francisco in Spanish controlled territory

Santa Fe Trail (1820s) – trade route that linked U.S. to Mexico (New Mexico)
Empresarios (1820s) – agents hired by the Mexican govt. to recruit American settlers to 

Texas if they would follow Mexican laws, learn Spanish and convert to Catholicism 
Mexican War (1846-1848) – U.S. defeated Mexico and took California, NM, AZ, Nevada, 


and parts of Utah and Colorado bringing large numbers of  Mexican people into the 


U.S.

Immigration from Latin America soars in 1920’s
LULAC – League of United Latin American Citizens formed in Texas to protect 

Hispanic rights (founded in 1920s, became more influential in the 1940s and 1950s)
Border Patrol created (1925); illegal entry to U.S. made a criminal offense (1929)
Great Depression (1930s) – only time in last century that more Mexicans went back to 

Mexico than came to the U.S.; earned less and first to lose their jobs in this economic 

Crisis
Bracero Program (1940s) – temporary farm worker program to recruit Mexicans to come 

to U.S. to work on farms to replace workers off fighting in WWII
Zoot Suit Riots (1940s) – race riots in southern California between Hispanics and whites 


symbolized by the oversized suits that young Hispanics were wearing at the time
American GI Forum (late 1940s) – Hispanics pressed for veterans’ interests and equal rights
Alien Registration Act/Smith Act (1940) – required all aliens (non-US citizens) within the US to 


register with the govt. and to receive an Alien Registration Card (known as “green cards”)

“Operation Wetback” (1955-6) – deportation of illegal immigrants from Mexico (when U.S. 

in a recession)
Cesar Chavez/United Farm Workers (1965) – used strikes and consumer boycotts to gain 


recognition for their union, increase pay, improve working conditions for Hispanic 

farm workers in California; also sought to increase ethnic pride
La Raza Unida (started in 1967) – to elect Hispanic leaders and instill cultural pride
Moviemento Estidiantil Chicano de Aztlan (MEChA) (1967) – student organization for 

bilingual education, more Hispanic teachers, creation of Chicano studies programs
Crusade for Justice (1967) – founded by Rudolfo “Corky” Gonzalez to fight police brutality 


and improve job opportunities for chicanos

Young Lords (1969) – modeled after the Brown Berets, they published a newspaper 


publicizing their efforts, started drug treatment programs, hijacked ambulances and 


occupied hospitals to demand better medical services in the South Bronx

El Plan Espiritual de Aztlan (1969) – a manifest created by MEChA of cultural and political 


nationalism; on Sept. 16, 1969 (Mexican independence day) they led high school 


students in a national chicano boycott of schools throughout the southwest

Immigration (1970-present) – 45% of all immigrants to U.S. from Latin America
Immigration Reform and Control Act (1986) – outlawed the hiring of illegal aliens, 


strengthened border controls, and offered legal status to aliens who had lived in the 


U.S. for 5 years
California Proposition 187 (1994) – a California state petition that was passed but overturned by a 

federal court which was to deny schooling and medical care for illegal Mexican immigrants 
